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Chamber welcomes a 
new chairman, page 3 
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Emergency meeting 
set for June 22 to 
reach compromise 


By Michael J. Ballway 
mballway@turley.com 


Agawam has no budget, after 
the City Council rejected the may- 
ors spending plan on Monday, 
over concerns about whether it is 
an accurate representation of the 
town's accounts. 
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Matt Largess, a sponsor 
of Robinson Park Day, 
hugs a giant red oak 
tree during one of sev- 
eral tree hikes he con- 
ducted at the June 17 
event. More photos from 
Robinson Park Day and 
the BioBlitz on page 16. 


“In each department we have 
huge amounts of unspent mon- 
ies, said Councilor Gina Letellier. 
“Its an irresponsible budget.’ 

The proposed fiscal 2018 bud- 
get failed by a 6-3 vote at the June 
19 meeting. Councilors Christo- 
pher Johnson, Joseph Mineo and 
Richard Theroux voted in favor 
of an amended version of the 
budget. Two councilors, George 
Bitzas and Paul Cavallo, were 
absent from the meeting. Coun- 
cil President James Cichetti has 
scheduled an emergency session 


to adopt a compromise budget for 
7:30 p.m. Thursday, June 22, in the 
auditorium at Roberta Doering 
School, 68 Main St., Agawam. The 
new fiscal year begins July 1. 

“I believe the council acted in 
violation of our charter, Mayor 
Richard Cohen said on Tuesday. 
“Technically, what they have done 
is closed the town down.’ 

The town Law Department on 
Tuesday issued a memorandum 
stating that the town charter 
mandates that the council “shall 
adopt the budget, with or with- 


Seeing the 
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Rod Parlee, far left, a conservationist from Connecticut, . 
and Bob Nuzzo, from the Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection, collect macroinvertebrates 
from one of the Robinson State Park’s brooks on Satur- 
day. Looking on are Agawam residents Veronica Bobskill, 
who organized the “BioBlitz” species identification event, 
=- and her mother Nancy, at far right. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS 


out amendments, within 45 days 
following the day the budget is re- 
ceived by it? Cohen filed his bud- 
get on May 11, giving the council 
a June 27 deadline, according to 
Town Solicitor Patrick Toney. If 
the council fails to adopt a budget 
by then, the budget as submitted 
by the mayor would go into effect. 

State law, said Toney, allows 
the town to adopt a “continuing 
appropriation budget” — a pro- 
rated version of the previous year's 
budget — for up to three months 
if the council fails to agree on a 
















Teachers, family inspire ek writers at ue 


By Mike Lydick 
aan@turley.com 


riters find their inspi- 
ration from a variety of 
sources. Christian Rua 


got his idea for a “crazy scientific 
novel” from his sixth grade sci- 
ence teacher. 

A classroom discussion about 
the possibility of an alternate 
universe was the origin for what 
became a book about a boy trans- 
ported to a different universe. 
The book, “Universal Discovery, 
marked Ruas debut as an author 
— along with his fellow eighth 
grade classmates who became 
published authors a few weeks 
ago. Their books were published 
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as part of an innovative writing 
program at Agawam Junior High 
School called the Future Authors 
Program. 

This is the fourth consecu- 
tive year for the project in which 
24-page books written by the 
schools more than 300 eighth 
graders are published as both 
traditional hardcover books and 
electronic books. The hardcover 
books, which will be catalogued 
with the Library of Congress, 
were displayed during a June 12 
book-signing event at the school 
library. 

Rua dedicated the book to 
Donna Ferraiolo, inviting his for- 
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From left, Christian Fish, Reese Bourgeois, Alyssa Johnson, Sophie Hastings 
and Margaret Johnston show off their newly published books earlier this 
month. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY MIKE LYDICK 
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Brownies duffer qualifies 
for state tourney, page 10 
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Council rejects mayor’s spending plan 





budget “because of circumstanc- 
es beyond its control.’ But Toney 
said it is his opinion that reaching 
a budget compromise is within 
the council's control. 

In the event that Agawam en- 
ters fiscal 2018 without a budget, 
said Cohen, the town would lose 
the immediate use of $2.5 million 
in free cash — unexpended mon- 
ey from previous budget years — 
that had been applied to reduce 
the tax rate. The town would also 
likely see a reduction in its bond 





No rush to 
hire COA 
director 


Applicants respond to 
internal search, but no 
interviews slated yet 


By Michael J. Ballway 
mballway@turley.com 


More than a month after the 
abrupt departure of Senior Cen- 
ter Executive Director Joan Lin- 
nehan, the town hasn't held any 
interviews for a replacement. 

“We do have a couple of inter- 
ested applicants, but we havent 
set up anything for interviews as 
of yet, Human Resources Direc- 
tor Coleen Gruska said last week. 

Mayor Richard Cohen said he 
would not set a timeline to com- 
plete the interviews or hire a di- 
rector for the Council on Aging 
Department. The position has 
been vacant since Linnehan re- 
signed on May 16. 

“As soon as a qualified can- 
didate is found that we feel can 
do the job, we'll fill the position, 
Cohen said. “Will that be now, or 
in September, or October? It’s not 
something I'll rush. Right now 
we have an acting director and 
an assistant director down there, 
and the Senior Center is running 
smoothly.’ 

For the past month, Parks 
and Recreation Director Chris- 
topher Sparks has been filling in 
as acting executive director of 
the Senior Center, in addition to 
his regular duties at Parks and 
Rec. Kristina Lynch, the assistant 
director under Linnehan, is still 
there, as well. 

According to Gruska, the job 
was posted internally from May 
22 to June 5. The posting gives 
a salary range of $61,393.29 to 
$75,508.49 per year. 

Among the duties of the job 
are preparing and administering 
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Musical tribute concert free at Heritage Woods 


Vocalist, comedian and instrumental- 
ist Russell Brooks will debut “The Russell 
Brooks Revue’ in a free concert on the lawn 
and gardens at Heritage Woods Senior Liv- 
ing, 462 Main St., Agawam, from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 28. He will entertain with 
tributes to Frank Sinatra, Elvis, the Beatles 
and more. Admission is free and refresh- 
ments will be served. Attendees should 
bring a lawn chair or blanket. In the event 
of rain, the concert wil be rescheduled for 6 
p.m. Thursday, June 29. 

Brooks will include a performance of 
“Tiny Bubbles, a song made famous by sing- 
er Don Ho. Not only will he sing the song, he 
will play the ukulele and sing some of the 
lyrics in Hawaiian. Brooks lived in Hawaii 
for some time and has mastered the instru- 
ment and the lyrics as purely as Ho himself. 
All are invited to bring lawn chairs or blan- 
kets, sit back and enjoy a performance by a 
consummate showman. 

“I love wandering around with a cord- 
less microphone and working off the au- 
dience, said Brooks. “Audience members 
seem to really like it, too, particularly the 
ladies. I enjoy seeing smiles on everyones 
faces and watching them all sing along 
with me.’ 

For more information, call 413-789-8332 
or email nicole.wallace@genesishcc.com. 
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18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches 
Pine ° Spruce ° Hemlock ¢ Cedar •° Red, Black & Brown nears 
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Now CARRYING DECORATIVE STONE 


We are a mulch manufacturer, not a resaler of other people’s products. This means no middleman, 
and you save on the best product around. Come visit us on the web for great deals! 


413-569-2400 | 25 Sam West Road, Southwick, MA | 860-654-1975 











When you open 
a new GetReal 
Checking” account 


Stop in or visit 
bankesb.com for details! 


Each depositor is insured by the 
FDIC to at least $250,000. All 
deposits above the FDIC insurance 
amount are insured by the 
Depositors Insurance Fund (DIF). 
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EQUAL HOUSING 
LENDER 
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The bank of you. 


bankesb.com | 855.527.4111 


* $100.00 promotional offer is for opening a GetReal Checking account and activating direct deposit (of at least $25.00) or signing up for online 
banking and conducting 5 debit card transactions using your debit card within the first 60 days of account opening ($100.00 will be credited to 
the account by the last day of the statement cycle following the 60th day the account has been open). $50.00 promotional offer is for making 5 
bill payments using online banking and enrolling in eStatements within 60 days of account opening ($50.00 will be credited to the account by the 
last day of the statement cycle following the 60th day the account has been open). $50.00 loyalty bonus will be paid after the account has been 
open for 12 months ($50.00 will be credited to the account by the last day of the statement cycle following the 365th day the account has been 
open). Bonuses are for new customers and limited to one account per customer. In accordance with applicable regulations bonus payouts may 
be 1099 reportable. Account must be in good standing and have a positive balance at the time the bonus is paid. Minimum balance to open the 
account is $10.00. May not be combined with other promotional offers. This is a limited time offer and subject to change without notice. 
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announced for AHS track 


Christopher Sparks, director of the Aga- 
wam Parks and Recreation Department, 
has announced expanded hours for the 
Agawam High School Louis Conte track ef- 
fective Monday, June 26, through Saturday, 
Sept. 2. Tuesday and Thursday morning 
hours will begin in July. 

The Louis Conte track will be open for 
use by the public Mondays, 5-8 p.m.; Tues- 
days, 7-9 a.m. (effective July 11) and 5-8 
p-m.; Wednesdays, 5-8 p.m.; Thursdays, 7-9 
a.m. (effective July 6) and 5-8 p.m.; Satur- 
days, 7-9 a.m. 

The track will be closed Tuesday, July 4. 
Hours are subject to change. The Agawam 
public schools and the town of Agawam re- 
serve the right to close or restrict use due to 
school- and town-sponsored activities. 

There will be summer soccer games on 
June 19, 21, 22, 26, 27 and 29, and July 11, 
13, 20 and 27. On these days, walkers and 
runners may use the track from 5 to 6 p.m., 
and the blacktop perimeter only beginning 
at 6 p.m. 

On Mondays and Wednesdays, begin- 
ning July 10, there will be a youth track 
program from 6 to 7:30 p.m. run by the AHS 
track coaches. The track will be shared and 
available for public use. 

On Tuesday, July 18, youth field hockey 
coaches will be at the turf running a free 
Field Hockey Experience for new players at 
6 p.m. The track will be available for public 
use. 

The track is part of the newly renovat- 
ed Harmon Smith Field at Mill and Line 
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413-998-0090 


24-Hour Emergency Service 


StateLinePropaneOil.com 
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streets. Parking is available in the lot in 
front of Agawam High School, off Mill 
Street; handicapped parking is available 
in a smaller lot off Mill Street, closer to the 
track entrance. 

Public use of the track began June 5, for 
two hours per day on weekday evenings 
and Saturday mornings. A new track use 
schedule will be released in the fall, when 
school is back in session. 

The artificial turf field enclosed by the 
track is also available for use by anyone 
during the track's open hours, such as play- 
ing soccer or throwing a football around. 
The same rules apply as track use, which in- 
clude making sure the turf is not damaged 
in any way. 

Cleats are prohibited on the track and 
the turf field, as is touching or moving 
structures on the field, such as soccer goals 
or the football goal posts, or use of the 
track’s long jump and pole vault pits. 

Anyone with strollers must remain on 
the blacktop perimeter. The bleachers may 
be used for sitting but are off-limits for 
running and exercising. No bikes, scooters, 
Big Wheels or ride-on toys are allowed. No 
drinks other than water are allowed. Food, 
gum and smoking on school grounds are 
not allowed. 

The track, artificial turf field, neighbor- 
ing basketball and tennis courts, and bath- 
room building were part of a more than $9 
million athletic facility project that was 
completed in October 2016. 





Community Newspaper 


Alive & Well 


Most newspapers 
continue to be profitable 
businesses, with 
operating margins that 
average in the low to mid 
teens. Although that is 
down from historic highs, 
these profit margins 
would be the envy of 
most other industries 
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offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$75, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 
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ideas wanted at 
CPA hearing on 
Tuesday night 


Agawams Community Preservation Act 
Committee is inviting all residents to give 
input on the board's goals at a public hear- 
ing at 7 p.m. Tuesday, June 27, at the Aga- 
wam Public Library. 

The committee will provide an overview 
of the financial performance of the town's 
Community Preservation Act fund, share 
recent accomplishments and also seek 
feedback on future projects and spending. 

CPA funds are raised locally through a 
1 percent surcharge on all Agawam real es- 
tate taxes. The money is placed in a fund, 
apart from the general town budget, that 
can be spent only on open space protection, 
historic preservation, affordable housing 
and outdoor recreation. Most residents pay 
on average $33 a year into the CPA fund, 
which also receives money from the state- 
wide Community Preservation Trust Fund. 
This past year, the state Department of 
Revenue gave each CPA community an ad- 
ditional 18 percent of what it had raised lo- 
cally, which meant an additional $72,676.98 
in state matching CPA funds for Agawam. 

Property taxes traditionally fund a 
towns day-to-day operating needs of safe- 
ty, health, schools, roads, maintenance, 
and more. The CPA gives Agawam a steady 
funding source for preserving and improv- 
ing its community character and quality of 
life, the funds needed to control its future. 

Since Agawam adopted the CPA in 2001, 
the all-volunteer Community Preserva- 
tion Committee has reviewed dozens of 
requests for funding, recommending for 
approval more than 48 different projects in 
town, totaling over $6.6 million. A few no- 
table projects that the committee has rec- 
ommended that have received City Council 
approval include both phases of construc- 
tion at School Street Park, preservation 
of 82 acres of farmland at 792 Barry St.; 
pickleball courts at Borgatti Field; a play- 
ground at Wade Park; and, most recently, a 
recreation study and master plan, and new 
doors at the Historical and Fire House Mu- 
seum. 

The Community Preservation Com- 
mittee welcomes new project proposals. 
The form and guidelines for project pro- 
posals can be found by clicking on “CPA 
Application” at www.agawam.ma.us/con- 
tent/3030/4321, or picked up in person at 
the Procurement Office in the basement of 
Town Hall, 36 Main St., Agawam. The CPA 
can be reached at 413-726-9742 or cpa@ 
agawam.ma.us. 
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V&F Auto owner takes over at Chamber 


By Michael J. Ballway 
mballway@turley.com 


Frank Palange is not shy about speaking 
up when he has a contrary opinion. 

As the new chairman of the West of the 
River Chamber of Commerce, however, 
Palange is taking a low-key approach — a 
testament, he says, to the value of the work 
done by his predecessor. 

He took office at the Chamber's annual 
breakfast at Chez Josef in Agawam on June 
15, taking the gavel from Brian Houle. 

Houle told his colleagues that he took 
office last year as chairman with three 
goals: increasing membership, improv- 
ing communication between businesses 
and legislators, and hosting at least three 
events in partnership with neighboring 
chambers of commerce. All three goals 
were met, he said, thanks to 36 new mem- 
bers — a 10 percent increase — and the 
enthusiasm of the Chambers legislative 
committee and Chamber Executive Direc- 
tor Robin Wozniak. 

Palange said Houles priorities have 
placed the business group on firm footing 
as it enters 2017-18. He said he wants to 
“keep everything going. Palange, a West 
Springfield resident who owns V&F Auto 
in Agawam, did mention that he is “pas- 
sionate’ about vocational education, and 
would like to see the Chamber do more to 
encourage parents and students to con- 
sider the Lower Pioneer Valley Education- 
al Collaborative technical school in West 
Spring field. 

“The workforce is not there” for local 
employers, Palange explained after the 
breakfast. “It’s got to start with the educa- 
tors.” 

Traditionally, the Chamber chairman 
serves one year and is replaced by his vice 
chairman at the following annual break- 
fast. The vice chairman for 2017-18 is 
Robert MacDonald of Work Opportunity 
Center in Agawam. ‘The West of the River 
Chamber of Commerce serves businesses 
in Agawam and West Springfield. 


Rally for rail 

Chamber members also heard from 
state Sen. Eric Lesser, D-Longmeadow, who 
visited Agawam to drum up support for the 
proposed study of “east-west rail” — pas- 
senger train service linking Springfield and 
Boston. 

Although the extension of commuter 
service to Union Station would be a mas- 
sive undertaking — including upgrading 
the tracks for high-speed service, and the 
construction of stations in other towns 
along the route — it is economically im- 
portant to Western Massachusetts, which 
has been left out of the economic rebound 
within “the 617 area code. It’s also a matter 
of fairness for local taxpayers. 

“Were all still paying for the Big Dig, 
Lesser noted, as well as the overbudget 
project to extend Boston's Green Line trol- 
ley into Somerville. 

Lesser said President Donald Trump 
has spoken about spending a trillion dol- 
lars on infrastructure throughout the Unit- 
ed States. East-west rail could be part of 
that spending, he said, but only if Massa- 
chusetts has a “shovel-ready’ plan in place. 

The West of the River Chamber of Com- 
merce had previously announced its sup- 
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West of the River Chamber of Commerce Chairman Frank Palange speaks at the Chamber’s an- 
nual breakfast at Chez Josef on June 15. Seated, from left, are Chamber Executive Director Robin 
Wozniak, master of ceremonies John Weiss, and guest speaker Drew Crandall. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS 
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Members of the West of the River Chamber of Commerce’s board of directors gathered for a group 


photo after the breakfast. 


port for the study. 

Agawams state senator, Donald Huma- 
son, R-Westfield, attended the breakfast 
and said afterward that he also supports a 
study, though he is not convinced a market 
exists for commuter rail this far away from 
Boston. People like the idea of riding a train 
instead of driving and parking in Boston, 
he said, but would they do it if it costs $60 
per ticket? Would they do it if it took three 
hours to get there? 

“I believe we have to know the answers, 
Humason said. “Until we actually have 
numbers, real numbers, we can't even be- 
gin to plan’ 

Lesser said the eastern and western 
ends of the state have much to offer each 
other. Eastern Massachusetts has plenty of 
jobs but a shortage of affordable homes; the 
Springfield area has the opposite problem. 


Not always right 
Keynote speaker Drew Crandall, the 
owner of Keep in Touch, a marketing and 
research business in Vernon, Conn., asked 
Chamber members how many of them had 
ever heard that “the customer is always 


right.’ 

“There is a limit, he told them. “There 
are times when you have to say, ‘enough is 
enough.” 

Merchants need to guard against the 
cultural expectation that they will do any- 
thing for a customer, Crandall said, when 
the compromises and accommodations 
would put them out of business or cross the 
line into unethical or unfair behavior. 

He also advised business owners to nev- 
er budge on a quoted price — any change in 
price must be justified by a change in ser- 
vice — and to avoid “time vampires, clients 
who end up costing the company more in 
service calls and change orders than their 
accounts are worth in profits. 

Just as customers are free to “fire” their 
vendors, Crandall said, service and sales 
businesses should consider firing some of 
their clients every year. He said he reviews 
his own accounts annually and ends the 
about 2 percent of them that require the 
most attention, add the most stress, or sim- 
ply don't fit with his personality. 
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Opinion 
OUR VIEW 


Housing plan can’t 
change state law 


n one sense, the Housing Production Plan present- 
[« to the City Council this week is all about Chapter 

40B. 

In the political sense, however, the two have nothing 
to do with each other. 

Chapter 40B is the state's “anti-snow zoning law” that 
mandates that affordable units account for 10 percent 
of the housing stock in every town. For the towns that 
don’t comply — including Agawam and most other sub- 
urban and rural towns — the penalty is that a developer 
can ignore local zoning laws as long as the development 
includes subsidized or deed-restricted affordable hous- 
ing. Thats what is expected to happen at 586 Mill St., 
where Way Finders, formerly known as HAP, will be able 
to build denser, higher and closer to the road than the 
Planning Board would normally allow. It could happen 
again anywhere in town, any time, even in areas zoned 
for agriculture, industry or business. 

Ihe way to prevent a Chapter 40B project is to 
achieve the 10 percent goal, or at least to make annual 
progress toward it. That starts with adopting a Housing 
Production Plan. Fighting 40B is the main reason to 
adopt such a plan. 

City councilors took Monday’s public hearing on the 
housing plan as an opportunity to rail against the law, 
which has been on the books since the 1960s. It’s par- 
ticularly unfair, said Councilor Richard Theroux, that 
some towns bear the brunt of the Chapter 40B projects 
because their land is relatively inexpensive — like Aga- 
wams — whereas high-value towns like Longmeadow, 
with equally low percentages of affordable housing, will 
never see a Chapter 40B project because the land is too 
expensive. 

The argument has merit, but it’s irrelevant to the dis- 
cussion. Nothing in the Housing Production Plan will 
change the state law. Passing the Housing Production 
Plan won't attract new affordable housing developers — 
unless the town solicits them. Rejecting the plan wont 
exempt the town from Chapter 40B. 

If anything, failing to pass a plan and taking an ad- 
versarial stance toward Chapter 40B will only make the 
problem worse. Agawams only hope to forestall the next 
“HAP project, other than changing the state law, is to 
adopt the plan and show progress toward the 10 percent 
goal. 

The plan is full of strategies and proposed funding 
mechanisms to build 60 affordable units per year — 
which is what it would take for a year's exemption from 
Chapter 40B. By building on the town's own terms, Aga- 
wam officials can make sure that the projects that are 
built conform with local zoning and local needs. 

Councilors will take another look at the plan, and 
may take a vote, on July 10. There's nothing the council 
can do to take Agawam out of Chapter 40B. The Housing 
Production Plan is the best thing they can do, however, 
to keep 40B out of Agawam. 


Tell us what you think. Send letters to the editor to 
aan@turley.com. 


Election letters welcome 


The Agawam Advertiser News welcomes readers to participate in 
this year’s town election campaigns by writing letters to the editor for 
publication on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words from local resi- 
dents endorsing specific candidates or discussing local campaign issues 
should be sent to Agawam Advertiser News, care of Turley Publications, 
380 Union St., W. Springfield, MA 01089, faxed to 413-786-8457 or 
emailed to aan@turley.com. Please include a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not be printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered for that Thursday's newspaper. No 
attack letters will be printed. No letters written by candidates supporting 
their own candidacy will be printed. If the volume of letters received is 
larger than the space available in the newspaper, or if the letters become 
repetitive, the newspaper reserves the right to print a representative 
sample. No endorsement letters will be printed in the last week before 
the election (editions of Oct. 5 for the preliminary election, Nov. 2 for 
the general election). For more information, call Michael Ballway or Teri 
Machia at 413-786-7747. 





Candidate statements 

Candidates for mayor, City Council and School Committee are wel- 
come to send in an introductory statement to be printed in the Agawam 
Advertiser News. The statement should not exceed 250 words and 
should focus on the candidate’s biography and beliefs — not on oppo- 
nents or fundraising. Candidates are encouraged to include a photograph 
with their statements. Both the text and photograph can be emailed to 
aan@turley.com. 

In the interest of fairness to all candidates, press releases about fund- 
raisers or campaign events will not be printed. The newspaper will cover 
the campaign through staff-written stories and briefs about nominations, 
debates, controversies and political issues, and question-and-answer 
features, with all candidates invited to participate, as the election draws 
closer. 

Candidates who wish to further publicize their candidacy, beliefs, 
events and fundraising may contact John Baskin, 413-786-7747 or 
jbaskin@turley.com, about paid advertising in the Agawam Advertiser 
News. 
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Letter to the Editor 





Bard family thankful for continual community Support 


On behalf of my family, I again write to 
thank so many in our community for do- 
nating to the EvvGirl Foundation. Thank 
you to all of the town and school employ- 
ees who participated in the annual Wear 
Pink Dress Down Day, and especially to 
Beth Ceccarini for organizing this event. 

This year, we were joined by West 
Springfield town employees — thank you 
to Mayor Reichelt and Carly Cammosi — 
along with Franklin Elementary School 
in Westfield — thank you to Wendy Bard. 
Thank you, also, to AHS boys lacrosse who 
shared their pink game with us as well — 
thank you to Tim Lockwood and the Boost- 
er Club. We are so honored to be among 
such kindness and generosity. 

Some say it takes a village to raise a 
child. Well, I say it takes a village to sup- 
port each other and our “village” has gone 
above and beyond supporting the Bard 
family these last four years. We are beyond 
grateful. I am proud to say the following 


JAY SPEAKS 


hospitals have webcams in their NICUs — 
Baystate Children’s, South Shore, Boston 
Children’s, Boston Medical Center, Mass. 
General Hospital, UMass-Memorial, Con- 
necticut Childrens and UConn Medical 
Center. We are continuing to meet with 
many hospitals throughout New England 
to bring the EvvGirl Webcam Project to 
their NICUs. We have also been working 
on our “Seize the Keys” campaign to raise 
awareness to drunk and distracted driving. 

Thank you to Mr. Lemanski for allowing 
me to speak to students before the prom. If 
speaking can help save even one person, it 
is worth it. I would speak every day of the 
week if it helped prevent a family from ex- 
periencing what we have. 

‘An act of kindness blossoms our lives 
with gladness” — Lailah Akita 

With a thankful heart, 


Barbara Bard 
Agawam 


Further blessings 


couple of weeks ago came the phone 

A= that reaffirmed to Kitty and I 
that, in fact, we were truly blessed. 

Our eldest granddaughter, 


on a certain subject, looking for a second 

opinion. 
When our grandkids began dating, it 
was not uncommon for them to 





Anna, and her husband Pete 
were going to be the parents of a 
baby boy! 

The birthdate will be this 
coming October, not too far from 
my birthday, also in October. We 
were going to be “great’-grand- 
parents 

Our three children, two boys 
and a girl, all married wonder- 
ful mates. The mates came from 





Jay Berger 


bring a date by for Kitty's scruti- 
ny: Check this person out, Bub- 
bie. I have more than a casual 
interest in him/her. 

Getting back to Anna. After 
undergraduate work, she did 
some work for a couple of at- 
torneys in New York and then in 
Arizona. She ended up going to 
law school at University of Penn- 
sylvania Law School in Philadel- 








great families that we had so 
much in common with. 

As time went by and the children had 
children of their own, we went into retire- 
ment mode and began living vicariously 
with the accomplishments, triumphs, suc- 
cesses and occasional setbacks of the chil- 
dren and grandchildren, 

Kitty set up a program that she titled 
“Camp Bubbie” (“bubbie” is the Yiddish 
word for grandmother). A grandchild had 
to be 8 years old and would come to our 
home for a week in the summertime, all 
by themselves so that we could bond with 
them: spoil them, take them to the zoo, 
Tanglewood, plays, swimming, out to din- 
ner and dress up for “a Ladies Lunch.’ 

With six grandkids, it really worked. We 
bonded well and they each really looked 
forward to being with us. We became part 
of their phone network and as they aged, 
whether it was junior high, high school or 
college, we would not be surprised to get 
phone calls. It might be just a check-up call; 
yet often it was to seek out our thoughts 


phia. 

While there, when she would 
get serious about a man, she relied on Kitty 
to pass judgment. Finally, along came Pete. 
Pete got the go-ahead sign from Kitty, and 
after graduating law school, Anna and Pete 
got married. 

It was a superb event. The wedding 
took place along the Hudson River in up- 
state New York. Friends and relatives from 
school, work and play all got together to 
celebrate Anna and Petes good fortune 
and Kitty and Jays continued blessing. 
The married couple settled in Brooklyn. 
Pete went to work for a major law firm and 
Anna went to work doing good deeds in 
the Brooklyn office defending clients that 
could not afford decent representation in 
court. 

Anna won some pretty impressive cases 
where no one thought the defendant had a 
prayer of winning his release. One case won 
her praise in the local press, radio and TV, 
including the New York Times. 
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Summer school registration 
next week at high school 


Registration for summer 
classes at Agawam High School 
will begin Tuesday, June 27, and 
will run through Friday, June 30, 
between 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. Late 
registrations will be taken July 5. 

All summer school classes 
will be held at Agawam High 
School, 760 Cooper St., and will 
run from Wednesday, July 5, 
through Tuesday, Aug. 1, with 
two class sessions per day, 7:45 
to 9:45 a.m. and 10 a.m. to noon. 

The registration fee is $150 
for each class (residents and 
non-residents). An addition- 
al $15 late fee per class will be 
charged on Wednesday, July 5. 
Full payment is due with the reg- 
istration form. Payment must be 
by cash or money order; no per- 
sonal checks or credit or debit 
cards will be accepted. Registra- 
tion forms and payment should 
not be mailed. 

Money orders should be 
made payable to Agawam Sum- 
mer School. A full refund is given 
if a course is cancelled. No re- 
fund will be made after the first 
class has met or if the student 
is discharged from the program 
because of discipline. 

The summer school director 
reserves the right to cancel any 
course due to insufficient en- 
rollment. Section time may also 
change due to enrollment. No 
credit will be given if the student 
misses more than one class. No 
make-up work is allowed after 
the end of the program. Two tar- 
dies are equal to one absence. 
There are no exceptions for vaca- 
tions. This policy will be strictly 
enforced. 

Anyone may take a class for 
enrichment. If school credit is 


desired, arrangements must be 
made with one’s own guidance 
department before registration. 
Agawam students do not receive 
credit for enrichment classes. 

The following is a list of 
courses and when they are being 
offered: 

English: Seventh grade En- 
glish (10 a.m.), eighth grade En- 
glish (10), ninth grade English 
(10), 11th grade English (7:45 
a.m.), 12th grade English (7:45). 

Mathematics: Seventh grade 
math (7:45), eighth grade math 
(7:45), algebra I (7:45), algebra II 
(10), business math (7:45), gener- 
al math (7:45), geometry (7:45). 

Physical education: Classes 
offered in both the 7:45 and 10 
a.m. sessions. 

Science: Seventh grade sci- 
ence (10), eighth grade science 
(10), biology (10), chemistry 
(7:45), physical science (10), 
physics (7:45). 

Social studies: Seventh 
grade world history and geog- 
raphy (7:45), eighth grade social 
studies (7:45), ninth grade world 
history and geography I and 
II (7:45), 10th grade U.S. histo- 
ry and government I (10), 11th 
grade U.S. history and govern- 
ment II (10). 

World languages: Into to 
French (7:45), French I (7:45), 
French II (7:45), Italian I (7:45), 
Italian II (7:45), Intro to Spanish 
(10), Spanish I (10), Spanish II 
(10). 

Course times are subject to 
change and course offerings are 
based on enrollment. For more 
information or a registration 
form, call Tim Karetka, summer 
school director, at 413-726-1676 
or 413-726-1647. 


sacred Heart plans 
24-hour devotional vigil 


Sacred Heart Church will 
celebrate the Solemnity of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
and the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary beginning Friday, 
June 23. This 24-hour vigil 
will begin with a 9 a.m. Mass 
for the Feast of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. 

Exposition of the Bless- 
ed Sacrament will immedi- 
ately follow and continue 
throughout the day and 
night. There will be eucha- 
ristic adoration, hymns, ro- 


saries, chaplets and other 
devotional prayer through- 
out the day and night. The 
closing will take place at 9 
a.m. Saturday, June 24, at a 
Mass for the Feast of the Im- 
maculate Heart of Mary. 

Reservations may be 
made by groups or individu- 
als by calling pastoral minis- 
ters Julie Prats or Deb Brian- 
cesco at 413-786-8200, ext. 3. 

The church is at 1061 
Springfield St., Feeding 
Hills. 
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Now, as coming great grand- 
parents, we are looking forward 
to the other five grandchildren 
making their individual mark, 
and no one will be rooting hard- 
er for them then their Bubbie 
and Zaydie. 

The five grand-girls and one 
grandneice have gotten togeth- 
er and are coming to our home 


in early July to relive all the fun 
they had with us as little girls. I 
wonder if I should get out of the 
way or just sit and smile at their 
accomplishments. 


Jay Berger is retired from a job 
in publishing and lives in Agawam 
with his wife Kitty. They have three 
children and six grandchildren. 
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Obituary 


Beverly Waite Lincoln, 74; Agawam native leaves family here 


ST. JAMES CITY, Fla. — Beverly 
Waite Lincoln, 74, of St. James City, 
Fla., died June 16. 

She was born in Agawam on Oct. 
5, 1942, to H. Kenneth and Rose Reg- 
nault Waite. She married the love of 
her life, Edward C. “Tedd” Lincoln, on 
June 10, 1983. 

She was a 29-year resident of Flor- 
ida, a certified floral designer, and 
accomplished painter. She was also 
a master weed-whacker and hedge 
trimmer. 

She was devoted to her friends 
and family, often placing their needs 
ahead of her own. Bev had a love for 
life and a passion for her family. She 
often claimed that she was born to be 
a mother, which she excelled at. She 
was a member of the Ladies of the 
Elks on Pine Island, Fla. 

She is survived by her husband, 


Tedd; son David Rawson of Feeding 
Hills; daughter Nancy (Dan) Hunter 
of Austin, Texas; step-children Ste- 
phen Lincoln of Platteville, Colo., Me- 
lissa Lincoln (Rogers) Holmes of Jack- 
sonville, Fla., and Lucinda Lincoln of 
Agawam; and grandchildren Sarah 
Rawson of Fall River; Alexis Hunter of 
Washington, D.C.; Rebecca Rawson of 
Easthampton; Addison Hunter of San 
Antonio, Texas; Alexander Lincoln 
of La Morra, Italy; Nathaniel Lincoln 
of Seattle, Wash.; Kate MacKenzie of 
West Hartford, Conn.; and Elizabeth 
Fisher and Robert Lincoln of Enfield, 
Conn.; five great-grandchildren; and 
her lapdog, Bailey. 

Her final resting place will be 
Massachusetts Veterans Memorial 
Cemetery, Agawam. Visit www.coral- 
ridgefuneralhome.com for her online 
memorial. 


You-Asked? 
No payments, no plans yet for casino cash 


Does anyone know what the 
money from MGM is going to be 
used for? 

— Anthony, on Facebook.com 


So far, nothing. 

When MGM Resorts Interna- 
tional was chosen to build a casino 
in the South End of Springfield, 
Agawam negotiated a “surround- 
ing community agreement” that 
would pay $150,000 per year to 
make up for the additional expect- 
ed strain on the town’s roads and 
public safety departments. Under 
the terms of the agreement, MGM 
made its first payment — $125,000, 
plus a reimbursement of the town's 
legal costs to negotiate the agree- 
ment — in late 2014. But the subse- 
quent annual payments, which will 
last for 15 years, won't start until 
MGM Springfield opens. After en- 
during a years worth of construc- 
tion delays, it is currently slated to 
open in 2018. 

At that point, the town could 
treat the payments as general rev- 


enue, to be folded into the annual 
operating budget, or it could set up 
a special fund to receive the pay- 
ments and spend them on acertain 
purpose. Mayor Richard Cohen 
said this week that he hasn't deter- 
mined yet how to proceed. 

“We dont get anything until 
their doors open. When it becomes 
an actual yearly payment, we'll 
look at that when the time comes, 
Cohen said. 

The initial payment, two and a 
half years ago, was not earmarked 
for any particular purpose, Cohen 
said. It was deposited in the town’s 
general fund and mixed with other 
revenues to fund the town budget. 


Written by Michael J. Ballway. 
“You Asked?’ is an occasional series 
of short articles answering ques- 
tions of local interest from Agawam 
Advertiser News readers and social 
media. See something around town 
youd like to know more about? 
Email your question to aan@turley. 
com. 





Mayor Richard Cohen announced in 2014 that Agawam would receive casino miti- 
gation payments — but it hasn’t happened yet, because the casino hasn’t opened. 
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Our advertisers make this 
Publication possible. 


Let therm know you 
saw their acd in the 


Agawam Advertiser 





Campurciani, Irene T. 
Died June 15 

Funeral June 22 

Agawam Funeral Home Inc. 


Lancour, Daniel E. 

Died June 17 

Funeral June 22 
Curran-Jones Funeral Home 
Agawam 


Lincoln, Beverly W. 
Died June 16 

Burial in Massachusetts Vet- 
erans Memorial Cemetery 
Coral Ridge Funeral Home 
Cape Coral, Fla. 


Masciotra, Joseph A. Sr. 
Died June 19 

Funeral June 23 

Colonial Forastiere Funeral 
Home 

Agawam 


Quatrone, Christian M. 
Died June 12 

Funeral June 16 
Curran-Jones Funeral Home 
Agawam 


Santaniello, Lucia 
Died June 16 

Funeral June 20 

Colonial Forastiere Funeral 
Home 

Agawam 
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OBITUARY 
POLICY 





Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$75, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 





-CALABRESE-FARMS: 


Our Own Strawberries 





Greenhouse Tomatoes 
Squash, Cukes, Beets, 
Lettuce, Peas & Radish 


lly Dance Classes 
with Michele 


Tuesday Nights 
Knock Out Fitness 


onavita Law Office 


Anthony C. Bonavita, Esquire 
1145 Main Street, Suite 503 
Springfield, MA 01103 


413-746-9800 
(Se Habla Español, preguntar por Marisol) 


anthonybonavita @ hotmail.com 


Vegetable Plants, Bedding Flowers, Geraniums 


297 Springfield St, Agawam, MA 


8 week summer session 
07/11/17 - 08/29/17 © 7:30 - 8:30pm 
$10 per class prepaid 
$15 per class drop in 


Large Selection of Hanging Baskets 


Water Garden Plants 


257 Feeding Hills Rd., (Rte 57) 
Southwick, MA e (413) 569-6417 
(ACROSS FROM MOOLICIOUS ICE CREAM) 


Contact Michele - Cell: 413-636-2138 
email: Michele1291@yahoo.com 
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FIRE LOG 


The Agawam Fire Department responded to 74 EMS 
calls from June 6 to June 12, and the following emer- 
gency response calls. 

On June 6 at 8:37 a.m., the department responded 
to Stewart Lane for public service. 

On June 6 at 2:18 p.m., the department responded 
to Reed Street for public service assistance, other. 

On June 6 at 4:16 p.m. the department responded 
to Shoemaker Lane, was dispatched and cancelled en 
route. 

On June 7 at 3:33 p.m., the department respond- 
ed to Silver Street for removal of victim(s) from stalled 
elevator. 

On June 7 at 6:57 p.m., the department responded 
to S. Westfield Street for public service. 

On June 7 at 11:21 p.m., the department responded 
to High Street for lockout. 

On June 8 at 8 a.m., the department responded to 
Columbus Street for public service. 

On June 8 at 10:46 a.m., the department responded 
to North Westfield Street to assist police or other gov- 
ernmental agency. 

On June 8 at 12:19 p.m., the department respond- 
ed to Springfield Street for motor vehicle accident with 
injuries. 

On June 8 at 1:34 p.m., the department responded 
to North Street for detector activation, no fire — unin- 
tentional. 

On June 8 at 4:09 p.m., the department responded 
to Shoemaker Lane for public service. 

On June 8 at 8:22 p.m., the department responded 
to Coronet Circle for service call, other. 

On June 9 at 3:21 a.m., the department responded 
to Charest Lane for public service assistance, other. 

On June 9 at 7:34 a.m., the department responded 
to Cardinal Drive for public service assistance, other. 

On June 9 at 8:10 a.m., the department responded 
to Springfield Street for lockout. 

On June 9 at 12:55 p.m., the department responded 
to Mill Street for service call, other. 

On June 9 at 9:43 p.m., the department responded 
to Cardinal Drive to assist invalid. 

On June 10 at 12:34 a.m., the department respond- 
ed to Suffield Street for unintentional transmission of 
alarm, other. 


2 3 4 


(0n) 


ol 
O 


2 Oo 
||? ERE Be at 
4 IN N iri 


pop a 
d 
et a 
a E 
ett 
ee 
ef | S 
a E 
t E 

| E 
Pt | 
ee S 


O D N = = 
N O © N N 
Ol D N 
© = Oo) 


CLUES ACROSS 

1. Monetary unit of Iran 
5. Soared the seas 

11. Ornamental box 


39. Northeastern American 
state 

40. Decorative design 

43. Sea eagle 


2. Sudden arrival of 


3. Peninsula between the Red 


On June 10 at 9:11 a.m., the department responded 
to Rowley Street for lockout. 

On June 10 at 9:34 a.m., the department responded 
to Bowles Road for alarm system activation, no fire — 
unintentional. 

On June 10 at 10:11 a.m., the department respond- 
ed to North Street for motor vehicle accident with in- 
juries. 

On June 10 at 2:16 p.m., the department respond- 
ed to Route 57 rotary for motor vehicle accident with 
injuries. 

On June 10 at 2:46 p.m., the department responded 
to Main Street to assist invalid. 

On June 11 at 12:45 a.m., the department respond- 
ed to Hamilton Circle for smoke scare, odor of smoke. 

On June 11 at 1:40 p.m., the department respond- 
ed to Route 57 rotary for motor vehicle accident with 
injuries. 

On June 12 at 7:56 a.m., the department responded 
to Oxford Street for good intent call, other. 

On June 12 at 8:05 a.m., the department responded 
to Elm Street for service call, other. 

On June 12 at 5:12 p.m., the department responded 
to Stewart Lane to assist invalid. 

On June 12 at 7:44 p.m., the department respond- 
ed to Cleveland Street for CO detector activation due to 
malfunction. 

On June 12 at 7:57 p.m., the department responded 
to Main Street to assist invalid. 

On June 12 at 8:17 p.m., the department respond- 
ed to Beekman Place for alarm system sounded due to 
malfunction. 

On June 12 at 8:50 p.m., the department responded 
to North Street for alarm system activation, no fire — 
unintentional. 

On June 12 at 9:14 p.m., the department responded 
to Amherst Avenue for smoke or odor removal. 


POLICE LOG 


The Agawam Police Department's arrest log for June 
13-19 was not received in time for the Agawam Adver- 
tiser News’ deadline. The log will be printed in a future 
edition. 
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32. Touchdown 

33. Sunscreen rating 

34. Old Hess Corp.’s name 
35. Marched through 


something 


Sea and the Persian Gulf 
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F.H. resident organizes 


WEST SPRINGFIELD — Dianna Robin- 
son, a resident of Feeding Hills, is the og- 
anizer of a “mind, body and spirit event” 
Sunday at the Storrowton Carriage House. 

The Holistic Soul Expo will be held 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday, June 25, at the Car- 
riage House on the grounds of the Eastern 
States Exposition, 1305 Memorial Ave., 
West Springfield. There is a $5 entry fee; 
parking is free. 

The event features vendors, workshops 
and raffles, including a talk at 10:30 a.m. by 
Barbara Hardie about her books on spiri- 
tuality and “Angel Connection’ newsletter. 
Exhibitors include Zenergy day spa of Feed- 


‘mind-body-spirit’ expo 


ing Hills. Robinson said she was inspired by 
psychic fairs in Connecticut, but wanted to 
address a wider range of wellness. 

“The different vendors will cover all 
parts of the body, Robinson said. “I’ve been 
in a meditation group for over 20 years and 
have had a couple small expos in my home 
over the years, but in the back of my mind, I 
always thought of having something larger. 

Following Hardie’s talk, other work- 
shops will be led by Diane Boutin of Circle 
of Holistic Health, Sandra Cangami of Liv- 
ing Beyond the Surface and Rita MacRae of 
Solstice Strategy. 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE AGENDA 


Roberta G. Doering School 
68 Main St. 
Tuesday, June 27 — 7 p.m. 


1. Call to order 

2. Moment of silence 

3. Roll call of attendance 

4, Regular meeting — 7 p.m. 

5, Citizen’s Speak Time 

6. Highlights on Education: None 

7, superintendent's Notes 

8. Student Advisory Committee representative 
update 

9, Unfinished business: 

a. superintendent’s evaluation 

10. Business meeting 

a. Routine matters 

1) Approval of minutes 

2) Calendar/Correspondence 

b. Warrants/Transfers 


Golf tournament in Aug. to 
benefit cats, dogs in need 


The Scramble for Animals Golf Tourna- 
ment will take place at Oak Ridge Country 
Club in Feeding Hills on Sunday, Aug. 6. 

Registration is at 11:30 a.m., with a 
shotgun start at noon. The $100 fee covers 
golf, cart, lunch, dinner and prizes. Dinner 
only is available for $25, and hole spon- 
sorships are $50. All proceeds benefit the 
Westfield Homeless Cat Project and Open 
Arms Rescue, which serves cats and dogs 
in the Westfield area. Registration deadline 
is July 15. 

For more information, contact Marie 
Boccasile at 413-564-0589 or mariebocca- 
sile@gmail.com. 





c. Reports: 

1). Scheduled reports: 

* Wellness Committee — paper report 

* Personnel update — paper report 

* Drop Out/Withdrawals — paper report 

* Non-graduating seniors — paper report 

2) Subcommittee updates 

11. New business: 

a. SCR-17-11—Approval to designate the Native 
American as the official logo for the Agawam Public 
schools 

12. Policy Review: 

a. Policy ECAF — Security Cameras, Drones and 
other Surveillance Equipment in Schools, second and 
third readings. 

b. Policy AB-1 — School District Traditions and 
Rituals, second and third readings 

13. Any other items that may legally come before 
the committee 

14, Adjournment 


summer Reading Program 
for adults begins next week 


The Adult Summer Reading Program 
will begin at the Agawam Public Library 
with “READLocal 2017” from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. Monday, June 26. The library will host 
a meet-and-greet with 12 local authors, 
with refreshments provided by Partners 
Restaurant and Catering. Books will be 
available for purchase and signing at this 
event. 

The theme this summer is “Build a Bet- 
ter World’ A list of events can be found at 
www.agawamilibrary.org. 

This event requires no registration but 
it is geared for adults. The library is at 750 
Cooper St., Agawam. 
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the department budget; planning, organiz- 
ing and directing social activities for senior 
citizens; supervising full- and part-time 
employees, and volunteers, at the Senior 
Center; engaging in fundraising activities 
and managing funds; administering the 
cafeteria and “meals on wheels” programs 
for seniors; establishing and maintaining 
an outreach program for “homebound, 
shut-in and frail elderly residents’; apply- 
ing for and administering grants; and more. 
The job description calls for applicants to 
possess a bachelor’s degree in social ser- 
vices, sociology, gerontology, psychology, 
senior ombudsman or a related field; and 
experience as an administrator working 
with seniors is “a must.’ 

Asked what he was looking for in the 
next Senior Center director, Cohen said 
he had nothing to add to the posted job 


the exact same staffing structure as had ex- 
isted with Linnehan. 

“Right now, it is a posted in-house posi- 
tion based upon the contract, Cohen said. 
“There are discussions as to what we are 
going to do.’ 

The senior center executive director 
position is covered by the Town Hall ad- 
ministrative employees union. The union 
contract mandates that the job opening 
be posted internally first, and only opened 
to an external search if no qualified candi- 
dates are found. 

Linnehan worked at the Senior Center 
for more than 20 years, including 11 as ex- 
ecutive director, supervising the opening 
of the new facility on Main Street in 2008. 
She resigned last month after reportedly 
being confronted by Cohen about what 
she called “small violations’ of town pol- 
icies “that happened over the past couple 
of years.’ She said last month that she was 


36. A sharp high-pitched 
metallic sound 

37. Between northeast and 
east 

38. Sports magazine 

40. Female horse 

41. A way to supervise 

4). Tantalum 

44. Was in session 

45. Bahrain capital 
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51. South Dakota 

52. Sinatra hit “__ Way” 

54. Villain’s enemy 

55. A way to conform 

57. Doctor of Medicine 

61. Starting price 

62. Junior’s father 


description. He said he does plan to hire 
a leader for the Council on Aging Depart- 
ment, but did not commit to maintaining 


44. European river 
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Dead Sea 

49, Pick on 

50. Easily manageable 
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(abbr.) 
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Prague 
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feelings 
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25. People of Asia 

26. Uttered 

27. Unhappy 
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6. Perceptible by the ear 

7, Stephen King’s clown tale 

8. _ and behold 
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side 

10. A fish worth finding 

13,011 

14. Convicts 

15. Having a tail 

20. _ masse 

21. Culinary specialist 

22. Kind of fur 

23. What couples say 

27. One with unusual powers 
of foresight 

29. Connecticut 

30. Fed’] Housing 
Administration 

31. Smallest whole number 


forced to resign or be fired. Cohen has de- 
clined to comment on what he terms a per- 
sonnel matter. 
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mer Doering School science teacher to the book signing to 
see the printed copy. He said he enjoyed the project, learn- 
ing the different thought processes, ideas and people that 
are involved in writing and publishing books. 

He also learned that writing isn't always as easy as it 
seems. 

“Sometimes, it took me an hour just to write one page, 
he said. “It took a lot longer than I thought it would. It took 
nearly six months — from mid-November to mid-May — 
for him to write his book. 

“Tt was definitely a worthwhile experience, he added. “I 
wrote a crazy scientific novel that doesn't make sense, but 
is cool to read’ 


Excited writers 

Hannah Bartolucci is excited about finally writing her 
own book. She said the project helped her understand the 
elements of writing a story and how to make it interesting 
to readers. 

Her book, “You Don't Know, is the story of a young girl 
struggling to make a name for herself as an artist. Her in- 
spiration was her aunt. 

“Shes a really good artist who also struggled before she 
became successful, said Bartolucci. “I didn't tell her I was 
writing a book based on her because I wanted to surprise 
her.’ 

Justin Lambert said for him, the hardest part of the 
project was coming up with an idea. 

“It was much easier once I knew what I was going to 
write about, he said. His work of fiction, “The Gift,’ is about 
a man who develops the ability to control fire, and uses it 
to help people. 

“What I liked about writing the book was that it all 
came out of my head, said Lambert, who enjoys reading 
action novels. He added that writing a book helped him to 
understand what his favorite authors go through to write 
their books: “I'll definitely appreciate their books more, 
now that I've done it myself? 

Christian Fish loves creative writing and science, so 
writing a science fiction trilogy was the perfect project for 
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AJHS English teacher Sarah Kempesty helps eighth grader Han- 
nah Bartolucci use the computer to upload her book, “You Don’t 
Know,” to be printed as a traditional hardcover book and as elec- 
tronic book. Royalties from books published by student authors 
help fund the school’s Future Authors Program. TURLEY PUBLICA- 
TIONS PHOTOS BY MIKE LYDICK 
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AJHS English teacher Stephanie Harris discusses book cover 
designs with students, from left, Christian Rua, Justin Lambert, 
Christian Fish and Sarah Ross. 
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him. 

As a seventh grader, he came up with the idea for a su- 
perhero who could freeze time. Fish said he had so many 
good ideas, he decided to write three different stories. 
They re all connected to each other in a book he titled “The 
Timefreeze Trilogy. 

“I could have easily written 50 pages. I have enough 
ideas to a write a series of books and continue these sto- 
ries, said Fish, who wants to pursue a career in forensic 
science and continue writing as a hobby. 

He added that the book is “silly and humorous, but also 
has “some serious stuff” in it. 

“I liked the project,’ he said. “I could write about what- 
ever I wanted without any limits or prompts - as long as it 
was appropriate. 


1,400 authors 

More than 1,400 students have participated in the au- 
thor program since it was launched in late 2013. Michele 
Brennan, vice president for marketing and communica- 
tions at Agawam-based Bridgeport National Bindery, cre- 
ated the program. She and her company continue to sup- 
port it. 

Completed books were uploaded to an electronic book 
tool provided by online publisher Lulu.com, which will sell 
the books for two years. All royalties from the sales go back 
into the program to make it self-funding. She said the pro- 
gram has raised more than $2,500. 

Brennan said the writing program has far exceeded 
her expectations, adding that teachers have “taken it to 
a whole new level and have made improvements so as to 
mesh it” into the AJHS English curriculum. 

The program has been so successful that Brennan is in 
discussions to add another publisher, in the Boston area. 

“They focus on self-publishing, like Lulu, but specifical- 
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Christian Rua stands with Donna Ferraiolo, his former sixth grade 
science teacher, whose class inspired his book “Universal Dis- 
covery.” Rua dedicated the book to Ferraiolo and invited her to the 
book-signing at the AJHS library. 


ly publish books from student authors, Brennan said. 

Although students usually write 24-page books on one 
topic among five genres — fiction, nonfiction, memoir, po- 
etry, or graphic novel (fiction in comic book form) — they 
have the option to write a collection of stories throughout 
the school year. This flexibility helps to alleviate the stress 
of writing one long story. 
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AHS graduate Kathryne Watkins receives the Delta Kappa Gamma 
International Societies Teachers Award from retired AHS teacher 
Geraldine Schilling-Nordal. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Watkins receives retired 
teachers Society award 


This year's local recipient of the Delta Kappa Gamma 
International Societies Teachers Award is Kathryne Wat- 
kins. 

Watkins is the daughter of Cynthia and James Watkins 
of Feeding Hills, both members of the Air National Guard 
based at Barnes in Westfield. 

She will attend Westfield State University in the fall, 
where she plans to major in education. While at AHS, she 
was a member of the marching and symphony bands for 
three years, a member of the Drama Club for one year, and 
the Adventure Club. 

Watkins is a member of Pro Merito and has done sea- 
sonal work at Six Flags New England. She has lived in the 
area for eight years, having moved here from Louisiana, 
and has an older brother that attends Clarkson University 
in New York state. 
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Library offerings help build a better summer 


The Summer Reading Program begins this weekend at 
the Agawam Public Library's Children's Room. 

The theme of this year’s program is “Build a Better 
World. The library will host events for all ages and reading 
contests for newborns to grade 4, grades 5-8, and grades 
9-12. 

All children in Agawam are invited to sign up for a read- 
ing log. By keeping track of the time they spend reading 
(or, for younger kids, the time spent being read to) from 
June 26 to Aug. 4, they can earn prizes. There will be weekly 
raffle drawings and a grand prize drawing at the end of the 
program. After 25 days of reading, all participants will be 
eligible to earn a certificate and a book of their choice. 

Children’s room events at the library this summer are 
listed below. 


Preschool 

Parents and other caregivers can register their babies 
and preschoolers for programs online at agawamlibrary. 
org/children. The age range is listed after the program title. 
All programs are held at the library, and require advance 
registration. 

Friday, June 30: STEAM: Build a Better Garden (ages 
3-5), 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Learn about gardening. There 
will be activities, a craft and stories. 

Mondays, July 3-24: Storytime (ages 3 and up), 10:30- 
11:30 a.m. Each week there will be activities, books and a 
craft. 

Thursdays, July 6-27: Toddler Time (ages 19-36 
months), 10:30-11:30 a.m. Each week there will be songs, 
movement activities and books. 

Fridays, July 7-28: Music Together (birth to age 5), 
11 a.m. to noon. Preschoolers and their caregivers will 
participate in a 45-minute weekly class including songs, 
rhythmic rhymes, movement and instrument play. These 
activities are presented as informal, non-performance-ori- 
ented musical experiences, developmentally appropriate 
for children and easy for parents and caregivers, regardless 
of their own musical ability. Please only register if you can 
attend all five classes. 

Tuesdays, July 11-25: Lapsit Storytime (birth to 18 
months), 10:30-11:30 a.m. Songs, movement activities and 
a story. 

Thursday, July 20: Baby Massage (newborns to 
pre-crawlers), 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. This one-time intro- 
ductory workshop will teach how to massage, relax, and 
soothe a newborn-to-pre-crawling baby. All of the tech- 
niques will be demonstrated on a doll; caregivers can prac- 
tice the strokes on their own babies during the class. 


Elementary 

Students entering the kindergarten and elementary 
grades can register for programs online at agawamlibrary. 
org/children. The age or grade range is listed after the pro- 
gram title; grades refer to the level students will be enter- 
ing in the fall. All programs are held at the library, and re- 
quire advance registration. 

Monday, July 10: Block Party (grades 1-4), 6-7 p.m. 
Build cool things using Lego blocks. 

Monday, July 17: (Incr)edible Architecture: Building 
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with Food (grades 3-4), 6-7 p.m. Learn about engineering 
and build things using food. 

Wednesday, July 19: Bingo (grades K-2), 2:30-3:30 p.m. 
Join a lively, fun-filled game of Bingo, with prizes. 

Thursday, July 27: Hooked on Books (grades 3-4), 6-7 
p.m. Discuss and do activities based on the book “Summer 
According to Humphrey’ by Betty G. Birney. The first 10 
people to register get a free copy of the book to keep. 

Thursdays, July 27 through Aug. 24: Build a Better 
Reader (grades 3-4), 4:30-5:30 p.m. This program will be 
run by Olivia and Demi, two student leaders who are com- 
pleting their Silver Award for Girl Scouts. Please register 
only if you can attend all five classes. On July 27, the pro- 
gram will expore different ways to tell a story. On Aug. 3, 
participants will read a story together and do an activity 
based on the story. On Aug. 10, learn different fun ways to 
reduce, reuse and recycle. On Aug. 17, learn about Reader's 
Theater and practice a performing a play together. On Aug. 
24, the group will perform the play from the previous week 
for friends and family. 

Wednesday, Aug. 2: Book Buddies (grades K-2), 6-7 
p.m. Read a book (“Curious George Builds an Igloo’ by H. 
A. Rey) together and do activities based on the book. 

Thursday, Aug. 3: Balloon Workshop (ages 6 and up), 
6-7 p.m. Learn the art of balloon twisting — easy as fold, 
pinch and twist. Participants will learn to make a variety 
of animals to take home, such as a dog, mouse, cat, giraffe, 
parrot and others. 


Grades 5-8 

Students entering middle school or junior high school 
can register for programs online at agawamlibrary.org/ 
teens. Unless otherwise noted, these programs are for chil- 
dren entering grades 5-8 only, and require advance regis- 
tration. 

Tuesday, June 27: Laugh Out Loud at the Library, 
6-7:30 p.m. A workshop for ages 12 and up teaching tech- 
niques and skills used by improv comics to think quickly, 
boost confidence and create hilarious scenes on the spot. 

Wednesday, June 28: Build a Better Cupcake, 2:30-3:30 
p.m. Decorate and eat cupcakes. 

Thursday, July 6: Paint Sample Art, 6-7 p.m. Use paint 
sample cards to create beautiful works of art and cre- 
ate a one-of-a-kind T-shirt. Participants shouldl bring a 
light-colored plain T-shirt to decorate. 

Tuesdays, July 11 to Aug. 1: Plarning for the Whole 
Family, 2:30-3:30 p.m. Students age 10 and up, and their 
families, will learn how to crochet mats out of plastic gro- 
cery bags in this weekly class. Families are encouraged to 
bring their own bags. A basic understanding of how to cro- 
chet would be beneficial. 

Thursday, July 20: Cookies and Canvas, 6-7:30 p.m. 
Paint a fun summer scene. All materials will be provided. 

Monday, July 24: BeTween Lego Builders, 3-4 p.m. 
Make awesome things using Lego blocks. 

Wednesday, July 26: Cover to Cover Book Group, 6-7 
p.m. Discuss and do activities based on the book “Wonder, 
by R.J. Palacio. The first 10 people to register get a free copy 
of the book to keep. 
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Swim class added at Perry Lane 


The Agawam Parks and Rec- 
reation Department has added 
another swim class at Perry 
Lane this summer. The new 
class will be held on Mondays 
and Wednesdays from 6:20 to 


6:50 p.m., beginning July 10. 
Details and online registration 
can be found at www.agawam. 
ma.us on the Parks and Recre- 
ation page. For more informa- 
tion, call 413-821-0514. 
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Teenagers 

Incoming high schoolers can register 
for programs online at agawamlibrary.org/ 
teens. Unless otherwise noted, these pro- 
grams are for teens entering grades 9-12 
only, and require advance registration. 

Tuesday, June 27: Laugh Out Loud 
at the Library, 6-7:30 p.m. A workshop 
for ages 12 and up teaching techniques 
and skills used by improv comics to think 
quickly, boost confidence and create hilari- 
ous scenes on the spot. 

Wednesday, June 28: Designer Des- 
serts, 4-5 p.m. Decorate and eat wonderful 
desserts. 

Tuesday, July 11: Feasting from Our Lo- 
cal Farms, 6-7:30 p.m. Liz Barbour from the 
Creative Feast will go over the benefits of 
buying local and eating within the season, 
followed by a cooking demonstration of 
recipes featuring locally harvested season- 
al ingredients. 

Tuesdays, July 11 to Aug. 1: Plarning 
for the Whole Family, 2:30-3:30 p.m. Stu- 
dents age 10 and up, and their families, will 
learn how to crochet mats out of plastic 
grocery bags in this weekly class. Families 
are encouraged to bring their own bags. 
A basic understanding of how to crochet 
would be beneficial. 

Monday, July 31: Chocolate Make and 
Take, 3:30-5 p.m. Kim Larkin from Klassic 
Kreations will highlight young chocolate 
entrepreneurs, explore the history of choc- 
olate, and include a fun trivia quiz. Make 
and take chocolate creations. 

Wednesday, Aug. 2: Build a Book to 
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Hold Your Secrets, 2:30-3:30 p.m. Use old li- 
brary books to build a place to hide secrets. 


All ages 

Thursday, June 29: Magic with Scott 
Jameson, 6-7 p.m. Magician and juggler 
Scott Jameson will have attendees laughing 
out loud and perched on the very edge of 
their seats. Registration is required. 

Friday, July 7: Movie screening, 3-5 p.m. 
Watch “The Lego Movie” (2014) on the big 
screen. Popcorn will be served; registration 
is not required. 

Friday, July 14: Movie screening, 3-5 
p.m. Watch “Moana” (2016) on the big 
screen. Popcorn will be served; registration 
is not required. 

Friday, July 21: Movie screening, 3-5 
p.m. Watch “The Lorax” (2012) on the big 
screen. Popcorn will be served; registration 
is not required. 

Tuesday, July 25: Mike the Bubble Man, 
6-7 p.m. Mike brings magic and science to 
the stage with an interactive 45-minute in- 
door show about bubbles. Registration is 
required. 

Friday, July 28: Movie screening, 3-5 
p.m. Watch “The Lego Batman Movie” 
(2017) on the big screen. Popcorn will be 
served; registration is not required. 

The Agawam Public Library is at 750 
Cooper St., Agawam. The library is open 9 
a.m. to 9 p.m. Mondays through Thursdays, 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Fridays, and closed on 
weekends and holidays. The library can be 
reached at 413-789-1550. 
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Home Equity 
Line of Credit 


Introductory Rate“ 


e After 12 months, Prime only, 
currently 4.25% APR 


Page 9 





On Aug. 3 the Agawam library’s Children’s Room will offer a balloon-twisting workshop, similar to 
the one it put on last year. SUBMITTED PHOTO 





Katrina Shively works on her bingo card during an Agawam Public Library program last summer. 
Bingo returns on July 19. FILE PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


Fixed-Rate 
Home Equity Loan 


As low as 4] 25% 7 


e Fixed rates as low as 4.125% APR 


with terms up to 20 years 


1.99.8, 


e Other rates and terms available 
e 80% & 100% loan-to-value options 
e Loans up to $250,000 


If you’re in the market for a home equity line or loan, you want to 
make sure you get just the right product, one with the best rate and 
terms. And that’s why you should contact the Three Equiteers, our 
Home Equity Specialists. They’re on guard to advise you which of our 
Home Equity products best fits your particular needs. And they’ll make 
the entire process quick, easy and painless. For fast personal service, 
contact any of our Three Equiteers today. 


e Brian Ahern 


e Sharon Hamel 413-539-0960 
e Donna Lessard 413-386-8086  dlessard@holyokecu.com 


413-575-5168 — bahern@holyokecu.com 


shamel@holyokecu.com 


*The Home Equity Line has a variable rate feature. Rates effective 6/22/17 and subject to change. The APR is based on the value of an index. 
The index is the Prime Rate published in the Money Rates column of the Wall Street Journal. The initial Annual Percentage Rate is “discounted”. 
It is not based on the index used for later rate adjustments. The initial rate will be in effect for 12 months. Rates on a Home Equity Line of 


Credit may change after the consummation of the loan and may increase. The Annual Percentage Rate can change on the first day of each 
month. The Home Equity Line of Credit has a 10 year draw period. After the draw period ends the repayment period will be 15 years. Minimum 
APR is 4.00%. Maximum APR is 18.00%. Property must be a one to four family and owner occupied. Property insurance is required and flood 
insurance may be required. Approvals are subject to final property valuation and title search acceptable to the Credit Union. Your actual rate 


may be different than the advertised rate based upon your credit score. Minimum Loan amount is $10,000.00 


**Minimum loan amount is $25,000.00. Maximum loan amount is $250,000.00. APR includes a 0.25% rate reduction when HCU holds your 
first mortgage or when this Home Equity Loan is in first lien position. APR includes a 0.25% rate reduction for monthly loan payments auto- 
matically deducted from your existing HCU Checking account. Not available for home purchases. Property must be a one to four family and 
owner occupied. Property insurance is required and flood insurance may be required. Approvals are subject to final property valuation and 
title search acceptable to the Credit Union. Your actual rate may be different than the advertised rate based upon your credit score. Payments 


do not include amounts for taxes and insurance and your actual payment may be greater. For an 80% loan-to-value Home Equity Loan with 
a term of 20 years and an APR of 4.125% the monthly payment per $1,000 would be $6.13. Rates effective 6/22/17 and subject to change. 


You are not alone. 


HOLYOKE: 490 Westfield Road 


413-532-7007 ¢ www.holyokecu.com 


FEEDING HILLS: 14 North Westfield Street 


W. SPRINGFIELD: 333 Elm Street 
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GOLF 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


CHARLTON - This past spring, 
Agawam sophomore Alia Godek 
was the first singles player for 
the Brownies girls varsity tennis 
team, finishing the regular season 
with a winning record. 

Godek has also played golf for 
the past five years and is one of 
the starters for the Brownies boys 
golf team in the fall. 

Last Wednesday, Godek card- 
ed a 93 at the MIAA Girls State 
Golf Championship, which was 
held for the first time at Heritage 
Country Club. 

“It was very hard for me to 
make the adjustment from my 
tennis swing to my golf swing, 
Godek said. “I tried my best in 
this tournament, but I know that 
I could've done a lot better than 
I did today. I usually score in the 
80s.” 

Godek, who normally plays 
golf at Oak Ridge Golf Club in 
Agawam or Agawam Country 
Club, began her state champion- 
ship round on the par-4 fourth 
hole. She got off on the wrong 
foot by hitting her first tee shot 
out of bounds. 

“The first hole messed me up 
a lot, Godek said. “I did recover 
after that and I wound up making 
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Alia Godek watches her tee shot from 


the seventh hole. 


www.turleysports.com 





E Jacebook.com/turleysports 


SPORTS 


Godek hits links at state champ 
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Alia Godek was one of only three golfers from Western Massachusetts, who qualified for this year’s championship tour- 
nament. She played with Palmer senior Emma McCloskey, who shot a 95. Northampton’s Caitlyn Raymond also finished 


with a 93. STAFF PHOTOS BY DAVE FORBES 





BLUE SOX 


Local baseball talent making strides 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


AGAWAM - Joe Mercadante 
is making the most of his home- 
town opportunity. 

So far, in nine games with the 
Valley Blue Sox of the New En- 
gland Collegiate Baseball League, 
the former Agawam standout has 
been performing very well as the 
starting right fielder and No. 9 
hitter. 

Mercadante joined the Blue 
Sox this year after playing the 
past two seasons at the Univer- 
sity of Long Island, where he has 
been a starting outfield as well as 
getting on the mound a couple of 
times. 

Mercadante is a rarity in that 
he throws left-handed and bats 
right-handed. When it came to 
joining the Blue Sox, he started 
in right field in the opening night 
game held against Winnipeasau- 
kee. He went 1-for-3 in that debut. 

The resident of Feeding Hills is 
currently 7-for-27 in those games, 
but has played in every single 
game and also has five walks to 
give him an on-base percentage 
well above .400, a very positive 
thing for a player batting in the 
No. 9 hole for the Blue Sox. 

He recorded hits in his first 
three games, then had a pair of 
two-hit games. He has one extra 
base hit with a double so far this 
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Joe Mercadante connects with the baseball in the second inning of the Valley 
Blue Sox’s game against Newport Sunday. Mercadante and Seamus Curran are 
a pair of Agawam graduates who are taking their play to the next levels. PHOTO 


BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


season, a stolen base, and has only 
three strikeouts. Mercadante, 
who was also a very talented 
hockey player for the Brownies in 
high school along with teammate 
and aspiring professional base- 
ball player Seamus Curran. 
Curran, meanwhile, has yet 
to play a game as of press time, 
but is poised to play in his first 


game of the season with the Ab- 
erdeen IronBirds, part of the New 
York-Penn League in short season 
Class A. 

Curran signed with the Bal- 
timore Orioles in the 2015 MLB 
First-Player Draft. He was as- 
signed to the Gulf Coast Orioles, 
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Agawam Legion 


rolis up Ludlow 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


LUDLOW - Right-hander Nick 
Kavrakis won four games for the 
Southwick varsity baseball team 
this past spring. He made his first 
start of the season for the Aga- 
wam Post 185 Legion baseball 
team last Thursday night. 

Kavrakis, who had made a 
relief appearance for the legion 
team two days earlier, helped 
Agawam get into the win column 
for the first time with a 13-2 vic- 
tory over Ludlow Post 52 at Whit- 
ney Park in Ludlow. 

“I didn't tell Nick that he was 
going to be making this start until 
this afternoon, but he just pitched 
a great game for us, said Agawam 
head coach Steve Grasso. “We 
also played very well offensively 
and we broke the game open with 
two big innings.’ 

Agawam (1-3), who began the 
Legion season with losses to East 
Springfield Post 420, Easthamp- 
ton Post 224, and Westfield Post 
124, scored 13 runs on 15 base hits 
against three Ludlow pitchers. 
Ludlow (2-3), who began the sea- 
son with one run losses at East 
Longmeadow Post 293 and at 
Wilbraham Post 286 Red, reached 


the .500 mark following back-to- 
back one run victories at Alden- 
ville Post 337 and Easthampton 
Post 224 in the home opener. 
Ludlow was looking to get over 
the .500 mark for the first time 
against Agawam. 

Kavrakis, who earned the vic- 
tory by pitching the first six in- 
nings, allowed two runs on seven 
base hits with seven strikeouts. 
He had a 1-0 lead to protect be- 
fore stepping on the mound in the 
bottom of the first inning. 

Centerfielder Eddie Martinez, 
whos also from Southwick, began 
the game with an infield hit. He 
slipped while trying to score on 
a single to left field by shortstop 
Steve Grasso and was tagged out 
by Ludlow starting pitcher Jake 
Pariseau following a rundown. 
Grasso, whos the son of the Aga- 
wam head coach, reached base 
all five times that he batted. He 
scored on an RBI line-drive sin- 
gle to left field by catcher Austin 
Sabadosa. Following another 
base hit by third baseman Kian 
O'Keefe, Pariseau, whos a righty, 
got the next batter to hit into a 5-3 
inning ending double play. 

With one-out in the bottom 
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Nanan v's Steve Grasso bobbles the ball at second, but 
keeps it in front and gets the out at first. 
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six or seven pars, but I didn't have any bird- 
ies. I would've probably done a lot better if 
this tournament was held at Oak Ridge or 
the Agawam County Club. This really isn't 
my favorite golf course: 

Godek needed to score an 87 or less 
in order to advance to the New England 
Championships, which was scheduled to 
be held on Wednesday at Bretwood Golf 
Course in Keene, N.H. 

The Girls State Championship, was 
originally scheduled to be played on June 
5, but it was postponed a week because of 
rain. 

Godek only had one chance to play a 
practice round on the hilly Heritage par-72 
course. 

“It was definitely a challenging golf 
course, Godek said. “The hills made it a lot 
harder for me. I did like the flat holes a lot 
better. 

Godek was one of only three golfers from 
Western Massachusetts, who qualified for 
this year's championship tournament. She 
played with Palmer senior Emma McClos- 
key, who shot a 95. Northampton’s Caitlyn 
Raymond also finished with a 93. 

“It was cool to be one of the three girls 
golfers from Western Mass. playing in this 
tournament. Being in the same foursome 
with Emma was a lot of fun. It was nice 
playing with somebody that you already 
know, Godek said. “Tm also the only girls 
player on the Agawam boys golf team and I 
really enjoy being a member of that team.’ 

Bill LHeureaux has been coaching the 
Agawam boys golf team for the past 17 
years. He wasn't able to attend last week's 
girls state championship tournament, but 
Mary Wolochowicz, whos the Brownies 
junior varsity golf coach was at the cham- 
pionship. She gave her thoughts about 
Godek. 
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Post 185 beats South Hadley 
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SOUTH HADLEY - The Agawam Post 
185 American Legion baseball team de- 
feated South Hadley Post 260 6-1 on Sun- 
<= day afternoon at Landers Diamond in 
South Hadley. Agawam scored three runs 
in the top of the fifth inning to make the 
score 4-0 and put the game out of reach. 


. i : me 
Kevin Lecuyer pitched and got the winner => = 
for Post 185. Agawam is 2-3 with a pair of == tees 
rainouts so far this summer. Siete Sz. 
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iA Sabadosa makes a catch in left field. 


“Alia is a steady player and she's also a 
smart golfer, Wolochowicz said. “Because 
she was a member of the tennis team, 
she really didn't have very much time to 
prepare for this golf tournament. She did 
perform well enough at the sectionals to 
qualify for the states.” 

Alia isn't the only member of her fam- 
ily who enjoys playing golf. Her father, 
Dean, got her interested in the sport at a 
young age. Alias mother, Pina, and father 
watched her play all 18 holes at the state 
championship. 

“My dad is a very good golfer and he 
has taught me a lot, Alia said. “My mom 
also plays golf and I love it when they come 
watch me play at my tournaments. They 
always give me a lot of support.’ 

One of Alias teammates on the Aga- 
wam High School golf team last year was 
her older brother, Matteo, who recently 
graduated from high school. 

“I loved being teammates on the golf 
team with Matteo, Godek said. “We get 
along with each other very well and I’m go- 
ing to miss playing golf with him next year.’ 

Matteo Godek is planning to join the 
men’s golf team at Westfield State Univer- 
sity. 

During the winter season, Alia Godek is 
a member of the Agawam ski team. 

“I love skiing and I made it to states 
last year, she said. “I like doing the slalom 
and the giant slalom. The slalom race has 
shorter turns and it’s a lot harder than the 
giant slalom. Both races are very challeng- 
ing. I also like to snowboard.’ 

Godek is looking forward to playing in 
the MIAA Girls State Golf Championship 
during the next couple of years, but she's 
probably doesn't want to play another 
round of golf at Heritage County Club any- 
time soon. 


Alia Godek only had one chance to play a practice 
round on the hilly Heritage par-72 course. 

“It was definitely a challenging golf course,” Godek 
said. “The hills made it a lot harder for me. I did like 
the flat holes a lot better.” 
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Follow us on facebook. 


www.facebook.com /AgawamAdvertiserNews 
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Kevin Lecuyer delivers a pitch for the Agawam Post 185 baseball iain: 
PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 





Ryan White takes his lead off second base. 


Alia Godek eyes her putt as it rolls toward the 
hole. STAFF PHOTOS BY DAVE FORBES 
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Pioneers wrap up road trip 


The Western Mass Pioneers just finished 
the last game in a three-game road trip, 
which saw the team playing three games in 
seven days. 

On Sunday, June 11, Western Mass trav- 
elled to GPS Portland Phoenix in Maine. 
The Pioneers gave up a penalty in the fourth 
minute, but were able to convert a penalty 
of their own in the 30th minute, which was 
coolly made by Carlos Ruiz. Play settled 
down in the second half until the sneaky 
midfielder Pierre Villez scored in the 89th 
to seal the Pioneers win. 

On Wednesday, June 15, Western Mass 
tied FC Boston Bolts. The Pioneers gave up 
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an early penalty kick, but roared back to ac- 
tion behind a Chae Brangman goal. West- 
ern Mass dominated the Bolts for stretches, 
but the game ended 1-1. 

On Sunday, June 17, the Pioneers head- 
ed to City Park to play the Westchester 
Flames. A scoreless first half turned into 
a 4-0 rout in the second half when Alex 
Wrona scored a beautiful free kick 22 yards 
out in the 58th minute. Pierre Villez scored 
three minutes with an assist by Edu Zuri- 
ta. Mike Goncalves scored a cracker in the 
84th minute and Evan Burokas finishes 
with a goal in the 89th minute with a Chris 
Roswess assist. 
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of the first inning, Ludlow shortstop Tod 
Holloway was safe at first base following 
an infield hit. After stealing second base, 
Holloway advanced to third on a line-drive 
single to right field by third baseman Alex 
Will. Holloway was able to score Ludlow's 
first run of the game following a low pick- 
off throw by Kavrakis to first base. 

Agawam would retake the lead with two 
outs in the top of the second. 

Leftfielder Colin Pelchat, who singled 
before stealing both second and third, 
scored on another single by second base- 
man Tom Grenier, who led the way offen- 
sively for the visitors with four base hits. 

“Tom was mainly a pitcher for the Aga- 
wam varsity team, but he’s also a very good 
hitter, coach Grasso said. “He played very 
well in tonight's game.’ 

The score remained 2-1 until the top of 
the fourth when Agawam built a 7-1 advan- 
tage. 

Grenier, who blasted a run scoring triple 
to center, scored on a wild pitch. The oth- 
er three runs scored on RBI singles by first 
baseman Dominic Ledoux, Sabadosa, and 
Kavrakis. 

In the bottom half of the inning, Ludlow 
designated hitter A.J. Oliveira, who also 
took over the catching duties in the mid- 
dle of the game, singled to right and first 
baseman Zach Chipman reached first base 
following a fielding error by the shortstop 


Kavrakis got out of that jam with a fly 
ball out and a strikeout. 

O'Keefe drove home Agawams eighth 
run with a sac fly to center with one out in 
the top of the fifth. 

Ludlow also plated a run on a sacrifice 
fly to left by Chipman in the bottom of the 
sixth. 

Agawam scored five more runs in the 
top of the seventh with the help of a two- 
run home run by Martinez and a three run 
shot by right fielder Domenic Ingham. 

Agawam relief pitcher Ryan White al- 
lowed a base hit in the seventh. 

“Tt feels very nice to finally get a win, 
coach Grasso said. “We really needed it’ 

It was the only scheduled meeting of 
the regular season between the two Legion 
baseball teams. 
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where he spent the first two years of his 
professional career. He was re-assigned to 
the IronBirds near the end of last season, 
and played some games with them. 

He is set to continue with the IronBirds 
in an effort to move through the Orioles 
system. 

Curran was set to open up the season 
on Monday, June 19, but Aberdeen’ game 
was postponed by rain as thunderstorms 
moved through the region. His next sched- 
uled game was set for Tuesday, June 20 





Everson Maciel (10) takes a look up the field as 
he handles the ball. 


AGAWAM COMMUNITY 
PRESERVATION 
COMMITTEE 
LEGAL 
ADVERTISEMENT 

Notice is hereby given 
that the Agawam Community 
Preservation Committee 
(CPC) will hold its annu- 
al public hearing at the 
Agawam Library Community 
Room, 750 Cooper 
Street, Agawam, MA on 
Wednesday, June 28, 2017 
at 7:00 PM. The Committee 
will provide an overview of 
the financial performance 
of the CPA fund as well 
share recent accomplish- 
ments. The CPC will also 
welcomes input on goals, 
activities, procedures and 
spending The CPC is encour- 
aging residents, town boards, 
committees and commis- 
sions to attend and discuss 
the needs and possibilities 
of projects that may qualify 
for Community Preservation 
Act funds. Please be advised 
that the CPA Committee is 
required by M.G.L. Ch. 
44B to consult with existing 
municipal boards to study the 
needs the needs, possibili- 
ties and resources of the city 
regarding community pres- 
ervation. 

06/15, 06/22/17 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD14P1201PM 
In the matter of: 
James J D’Amato 
Of: Agawam, MA 
Protected Person/ 
Disabled Person/ 


Respondent 
CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF 
CONSERVATOR’S 
ACCOUNT 

To the named Respon- 
dent and all other interested 
persons, you are hereby noti- 
fied pursuant to Rule 72 of 
the Supplemental Rules of 
the Probate & Family Court, 
that the Third account(s) 
of William P D’Amato of 
Easthampton, MA as Conser- 
vator of the property of said 
Respondent has or have been 
presented to the Court for 
allowance. 

You have the right to 
object to the account(s). 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file 
a written appearance and 
objection at this court on or 
before 10:00 a.m. on the 
return date of 07/11/2017. 
This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by 
which you have to object to 
the account(s). If you fail to 
file the written appearance 
and objection by the return 
date, action may be taken in 
this matter without further 
notice to you, including the 
allowance of the account(s). 

Additionally, within thir- 
ty days after said return day 
(or within such other time as 
the Court upon motion may 
order), you must file a writ- 
ten affidavit of objections 
stating the specific facts and 
grounds upon which each 
objection is based and a copy 
shall be served upon the 
Conservator pursuant to Rule 
3 of the Supplemental Rules 
of the Probate & Family 
Court. 

You have the right to send 
to the Conservator, by regis- 
tered or certified mail, a writ- 





Evan Burokas (8) scored a goal in the 89th min- 
ute. PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 


ten request to receive a copy 
of the account(s) at no cost 
to you. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 

The outcome of this pro- 
ceeding may limit or com- 
pletely take away the above- 
named person’s right to make 
decisions about personal 
affairs or financial affairs or 
both. The above-named per- 
son has the right to ask for a 
lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot 
afford a lawyer, one may be 
appointed at State expense. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 
Date: June 13, 2017 

Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 

06/22/17 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD17P0978EA 
Estate of: 

Carolyn Mae Mordie 
Also Known As: 
Carolyn P. McMordie 
Date of Death: 

April 11, 2017 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons inter- 
ested in the above cap- 
tioned estate, by Petition of 
Petitioner Jeffrey T Houle of 
Southwick, MA, a Will has 
been admitted to informal 
probate. 

Jeffrey T Houle of 
Southwick, MA has been 
informally appointed as the 





with one out. 


against Hudson Valley in New York. 


NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general news, personality profiles, and community 
features that we know about. This includes all selectmen and school committee meetings as well as 
spot planning board, board of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by the issue’s 
relevance to our readers. There are the annual major community event features that we should 


always cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other features to celebrate the fabric 
of our communities and their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding for 


this paid staff coverage. 


For more information on news or community features for the Agawam Advertiser News, please 


email mballway@turley.com. 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 





Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond. 

The estate 1s being admin- 
istered under informal pro- 
cedure by the Personal Rep- 
resentative under the Mass- 
achusetts Uniform Probate 
Code without supervision 
by the Court. Inventory and 
accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but 
interested parties are enti- 
tled to notice regarding the 
administration from the 
Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu- 
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict- 
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Petitioner. 

06/22/17 
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COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 
THE TRIAL COURT 
HAMPDEN, Div. 
Probate & Family Court 
Dept. 
HD17E0035PP 

To: Elizabeth Ann 
Tynan Moriarty of Feeding 
Hills, in the County of 
Hampden, and to all other 
persons interested. 

A petition has been pre- 
sented to said Court by Paul 
C. Tynan of Dennisport in 
the County of Barnstable, 
representing that they hold 
as joint tenants an undivided 
part or share of land lying in 
Feeding Hills, in the coun- 
ty of Hampden, setting forth 
that they desire that all of 
said land may be sold at pri- 
vate sale or public auction for 
not less than Three Hundred 
Thousand ($300,000.00) 
Dollars, and praying that 
partition may be made of all 
the land aforesaid according 
to law, and to that end that a 
commissioner be appointed 
to make such partition and 
be ordered to make sale and 
conveyance of all, or any 


HOW TO SUBMIT 
LEGAL NOTICES 


All legal notices to be published in the Agawam 
Advertiser News should be sent directly to notices@ 
turley.com. Please indicate the newspapers and pub- 
lication date(s) for the notice(s) in the subject line of 
your email. For questions regarding coverage area, 
procedures or cost, please call Jamie Joslyn directly at 


413-283-8393 x216. 


Turley Publications, Inc. publishes 15 weekly 
newspapers throughout Western Massachusetts. 
Visit www.turley.com for more information. 


part of said land which the 
Court finds cannot be advan- 
tageously divided either at 
private sale or public auction, 
and be ordered to distribute 
the net proceeds thereof after 
full adjudication of the equi- 
table claims contained in said 
petition and supplemental 
memorandum filed with the 
Court. 

If you desire to object 
thereto you or your attor- 
ney should file a written 
appearance in said Court 
at Springfield before ten 
o’clock in the forenoon on 
the twentieth day of July 
2017, the return day of this 
citation. 

Witness, BARBARA M. 
HYLAND, Esquire, First 
Justice of said Court, this 
eighth day of June, 2017. 

Suzanne T Seguin 
Register of Probate & Family 
Court 

06/22/17 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 


the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 
Thank you. 
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Out & About 





OUR CALENDAR SECTION is intended to promote free 
events, or those that directly affect a volunteer-driven or- 
ganization. Paid events that are not deemed benefits do 
not qualify. Non-charitable events that charge the public 
for profit are not allowed as we consider that paid adver- 
tising. The deadline to submit calendar items is Monday 
at noon. Send to the Agawam Aavertiser News at aan@ 
turley.com, fax to 413-786-8457, or mail to Turley Pub- 
lications, 380 Union St., West Springfield, MA 01089. 
We usually print at least one week prior to an event. 
The listings should be brief with only time, date, location, 
activity explanation and contact information. 


Friday, June 23 
NORTHEAST REINING HORSE SHOW today through 
sunday from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. in the Coliseum on the 
grounds of the Big E, 1305 Memorial Ave., West Spring- 
field. Free admission. 


Sunday, June 25 
THE AGAWAM HISTORICAL AND FIREHOUSE MUSE- 
UM, 35 Elm St., Agawam will be open from 1 to 4 p.m. 
For more information, visit www.agawamhistoricalas- 
soc,webs.com or follow it on Facebook. 


THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD DIXIELAND 
JAZZ BAND will perform in concert at the Springfield 
Armory National Historic Site at 2 p.m. Free admission. 
For information, call 413-734-8551 or visit www.nps. 
gov/spar. 


Wednesday, June 28 
VOCALIST, COMEDIAN AND INSTRUMENTALIST 
RUSSELL BROOKS will perform a free outdoor summer 


concert at Heritage Woods Senior Living, 462 Main St., 
Agawam from 6 to 8 p m. Free admission. Refreshments 
will be served. Bring a lawn chair or blanket. Rain date 
June 29 at 6 p.m. For more information, call 413-789- 
8332 or email nicole.wallace@genesishcc.com. 


Thursday, June 29 
“BUILD A BETTER WORLD WITH ICE CREAM” with Liz 
Roman at the Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper St., at 
6:30 p.m. This event is for adults only and space is lim- 
ited. Tickets must be picked up in advance and shown at 
the door. To register, call 413-789-1550, ext. 4 or visit 
www.agawamlibrary.org beginning June 1. 


FREE SUMMER CONCERT SERIES hosted by the West 
springfield Parks & Recreation Department will feature 
the Cicci Santucci Jazz Qintet from 7 to 8:30 p.m. on 
the Storrowton Village Green on the grounds of the Big 
E, 1305 Memorial Ave., West Springfield. 


ARABIAN HORSE SHOW OF NEW ENGLAND today 
through Saturday from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. in the Coliseum 
on the grounds of the Big E, 1305 Memorial Ave., West 
opringfield. Free admission. 


Wednesday, July 12 
THE ELM-BELCHER MASONIC LODGE, 53 River St., 
Agawam offers an all-you-can-eat spaghetti supper at 
a cost of $8 for adults, $4 for children. The public is 
welcome. 


ONGOING 
OPEN HOUSE TOURS at the Storrowton Village Mu- 
seum on the grounds of the Big E, 1305 Memorial Ave., 
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Agawam Senior Center 


Lunch Menu 
Monday, June 26: Macaroni and cheese, stewed 
tomatoes, cornbread, cantaloupe. 
Tuesday, June 27: Cream of broccoli soup, loaded 
vegetable pizza, three-bean salad, pudding. 
Wednesday, June 28: Stuffed peppers, mashed po- 
tatoes, corn, peaches. 

Thursday, June 29: Chicken gratin, scalloped pota- 
toes, carrots and peas, baked good. 

Friday, June 30: Baked potato-crusted fish, rice pi- 
laf, buttered spinach, pineapple. 


Calendar of Events 
Monday, June 26: S.H.I.N.E. representative avail- 
able (by appointment); 8 a.m., weight training, 
8:15 a.m., yoga; 9:30 a.m., line dancing; 11:30 
a.m., Gentle Yoga; 1 p.m., writing group, Bingo; 
9:30 p.m., Zumba. 


West Springfield Tuesdays through Saturdays from June 
20 to Aug. 25. Adults, $7; children under 6, free. 


THE SUFFIELD FARMERS MARKET is held, rain or 
shine, on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to noon on the south 
Town Green in the center of town now through Colum- 
bus Day weekend. Most participating farms participate 
in the WIC program and some vendors are now SNAP 
certified. For more information, visit www.suffieldfarm- 
ersmarket.com or contact Ellie Binns at 860-668-2781 
or 860-668-3848. 


Tuesday, June 27: 9 a.m., open knitting and sewing 
class, exercise; 10 a.m., chair exercise, Comput- 
er Club meets; noon, ladies-only billiards; 12:30 
p.m., movie (“A Dog’s Purpose”), mah jongg; 1 
p.m., Mexican Train Game; 2:30 p.m., chorus; 
3 p.m., COA meeting; 4:30 p.m., yoga; 6 p.m., 
beginner line dance. 

Wednesday, June 28: 8 a.m., weight training; 8:15 
a.m., yoga; 9:45 a.m., Gentle Yoga; 12:30 p.m., 
bridge; 1 p.m., ballroom lessons, Scrabble; 1:30 
p.m., no Golden Agers meeting — annual picnic; 
9:30 p.m., Zumba Gold; . 

Thursday, June 29: 9:30 a.m., quilting; 10 a.m., 
line dancing; 10:30 a.m., Reiki available ($10); 
12:30 p.m., bridge; 1 p.m., pitch; 2 p.m., Melody 
Band practice; 6:30 p.m., pitch. 

Friday, June 30: 9:15 a.m., Let’s Paint; noon, ca- 
nasta; 1 p.m., pitch, cribbage; 6:30 p.m., line 
dance class. 


ADULT DROP-IN SIT & KNIT meets at the Agawam 
Public Library at 750 Cooper St. Tuesdays from 1-3 p.m. 
Bring your sticks and join other knitters for creative time. 
No registration is required. 


GRANDPARENT’S PLAYGROUP Wednesdays, 9:30 
a.m. to 11 a.m., at St. David's Church, 699 Springfield 
St., Feeding Hills. This free infant and toddler playgroup 
features music and movement, fostering children’s in- 
teractions and sharing skills. Open to all grandparents 
and their grandchildren. Follows school schedule. 





COUNCIL & from page 1 


rating, Cohen said. 

Both Cohen and Cichetti criticized 
each other for a lack of communication 
in the weeks leading up to the budget 
vote. Cichetti has noted that Cohen did 
not attend the council's budget workshop 
meetings, although individual department 
heads were present to defend their budget 
requests and answer councilors questions. 
Cohen said Tuesday that the council had 
“turned the budget process into a mock- 
ery” by saving their concerns until the 
night of the vote. 

“I did not receive one councilor phone 
call with any questions about anything,’ 
Cohen said. “I’m here 24-7. I'm available. 
I feel like the Maytag repairman. Not one 
of them comes to visit me. I'm not going to 
play their game.’ 

Cohen said he had not decided wheth- 
er he would attend the Thursday council 
vote. He did say that he had reached out to 
Cichetti and planned to meet with him be- 
fore the Thursday vote. That meeting was 
scheduled for Wednesday morning, after 
the Agawam Advertiser News deadline. 

Of the 16 budgets that Cohen has sub- 
mitted during his eight terms in office, this 
was the first one to be rejected outright by 
the council, he said. In 2009, during Susan 
Dawsons term as mayor, the council tabled 
the budget in June and did not adopt a final 
spending plan until July 27. 


Carryover questions 

Letellier pointed to large unspent bal- 
ances in several line items of the current 
budget. The sidewalk and street rehabilita- 
tion budget was only 11 percent spent as of 
May 31, she said; stormwater management, 
only 9.3 percent; streetlight power, 0.2 per- 
cent; blighted property rehabilitation, 0 
percent. 

She said she cannot trust that the fis- 
cal 2018 spending plan represents actual 
needs when the fiscal 2017 budget was so 
severely underspent. She also asked how 
the mayor could apparently over budget 
so many line items at a time when the fire 
chief was denied a request to hire four or 
eight additional firefighters, and the street 
and sidewalk rehabilitation program faces 
a 92-year backlog at current funding. 

City Councilor Robert Rossi added that 
the town would be able to fund summer 
yard waste pickups — eliminated in the 
proposed budget — if departments were 
being budgeted for their true needs. Or the 
money could be returned to residents as a 
tax break. 

A large part of the problem, Letellier 
and Johnson said, is some departments 
practice of carrying over large sums of 
money from one budget year to the next, 
rather than returning unspent funds to free 
cash and paying for all fiscal 2018 bills with 


fiscal 2018 funds. 

Both councilors focused on the $920,617 
electricity and heating request in the Build- 
ing Maintenance Department. ‘The fiscal 
2018 line represents a $100,000 reduction 
from the fiscal 2017 budget, but Letellier 
said financial reports show more than $1 
million unspent as of May 31, with only one 
month left in the fiscal year. 

Building Maintenance Superintendent 
Doug White said that is because the first 
several months of heat and power bills 
were paid using a balance of more than 
$700,000 carried over from the fiscal 2016 
budget. 

In amemorandum dated June 20, White 
said the town’s energy costs have ranged 
from $1.08 million to $1.41 million over 
the past nine years. He said his practice 
has been to budget for an average cost, 
and carry over any unspent balance to 
serve as a cushion in case prices or usage 
end up higher than average. ‘The carryover 
has been increasing since 2013 because of 
a combination of lower negotiated energy 
rates and milder winter weather. 

Letellier asked Town Auditor Cheryl St. 
John ifthis practice is legal, and if it is wide- 
spread in Agawam. 

“Normally, what is carried over is a May 
or June bill that has not yet been paid, or an 
ongoing project, St. John told councilors 
on Monday. “Each department provides me 
with the amount theyd like to carry over at 
the end of the year. They're provided with a 
copy of the law on what they can carry over, 
and I trust their judgment.’ 

Johnson called the carryover of oper- 
ating funds “the biggest pile of you-know- 
what weve ever seen. 

Allowing departments to carry funds 
from year to year undercuts the City Coun- 
cil’s authority over spending, said Johnson, 
a former mayor and council president. If 
a department head can reverse a coun- 
cil-mandated budget cut by dipping into 
his own reserve fund built up over several 
years of carryovers, what is the point of an- 
nual budgeting, he asked. 

“Tt makes it near-impossible for us to try 
and figure out what's actually being spent, 
said Johnson. “I feel like I'm wasting my 
time, sitting here. Sorry, I feel like I’m utter- 
ly wasting my time.’ 

Cohen said Tuesday that he was aware 
of the utility account carryover. He agreed 
with White that it made sense given the av- 
erage utility cost of $1.32 million, and the 
council's vote last year to cut $225,000 from 
the budget. 

“When I came into office, Johnson had 
carryovers’ in his budgets, Cohen said. 
“This isn't a surprise, it’s just a game.’ 

Theroux, who served in a department 
head role as town clerk for decades be- 
fore joining the council last year, said the 
budget hearing was not the right time to 
reform Town Hall accounting practices. 


Questions about the building maintenance 
budget should have been raised during 
the councils budget workshops earlier in 
the month, he said. Theroux also said that 
councilors receive financial reports every 
month, and the utility fund carryover has 
been reflected in those reports. 

“It shouldnt be a surprise tonight, he 
said. 

City Councilor Cecilia Calabrese men- 
tioned her own reason for voting against 
the budget. She said there is too much un- 
certainty in the state budget, which may 
affect local aid payments to towns. She 
suggested that the town adopt a continu- 
ing budget at least until the state budget is 
finalized in July. 


Transfers and cuts 

Before rejecting the budget, the City 
Council voted for several amendments to 
it. Councilor Robert Rossi asked for a re- 
moval of the mayor's authority to transfer 
funds within departments to adjust for 
changing needs. Under the mayor's pro- 
posed budget, he could have, for example, 
taken money out of an underspent main- 
tenance services account to make up for 
shortfalls in an unexpectedly tight over- 
time wages account. Rossi said he would 
prefer to see such transfers submitted to 
the council for its approval. 

“Tt makes it more public, more transpar- 
ent, and gives everybody more of a heads- 
up on what's going on in their community, 
Rossi said. 

Rossis amendment passed 8-1, with 
Theroux voting no. Johnson then offered an 
amendment to allow administrative trans- 
fers, as long as they dont exceed $1,000. 
That amendment — which is the same pol- 
icy that the council endorsed in last year’s 
budget — passed 9-0. 

Following the discussion on carryovers, 
Johnson also suggested several line item 
cuts in the budget, all of which passed. He 
asked the council to cut $25,000 from the 
Town Hall utility budget, cutting it in half, 
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and $50,000 from the $225,000 motor vehi- 
cle maintenance fuel fund, both of which 
passed with no opposition. 

The council voted 8-1 to eliminate the 
mayors $75,000 fund to combat blight in 
town, after Johnson said the town hadn't 
spent a penny of the $100,000 appropriat- 
ed in fiscal 2017. He said the state attorney 
general offers a receivership process to 
address abandoned houses that costs the 
town nothing. 

Cohen responded, after the meeting, 
that the town already works with the at- 
torney general's office, but having funds 
available to pursue legal action on its own 
is a useful tool for threatening delinquent 
property owners, including the owners of 
commercial properties or occupied resi- 
dential properties, which are not covered 
by the recievership program. At the Mon- 
day meeting, however, only Theroux voted 
against defunding the towns blight pro- 
gram. 

Johnson also led a 7-2 vote to cut the 
$150,000 earmarked for new plans for an 
Early Childhood Center. The ECC Build- 
ing Committee had asked for the funds to 
design a lower-cost building after finding 
scant political support for the $26 million 
preschool and kindergarten building it had 
proposed last year. The new building would 
serve preschool pupils only and cost less 
than half as much. Johnson said the coun- 
cil shouldn't spend money on ECC plans 
until it is sure that it would support the 
multi-million-dollar construction bonds. 

“Come to us, he said to ECC propo- 
nents. “Maybe we vote for the project, may- 
be we dont. 

Theroux and Rossi voted against cutting 
the funding. In response to the council's 
action, the ECC Building Committee can- 
celed a meeting with architects that it had 
planned for June 20. 

All of these amendments were attached 
to the budget that the council rejected, 6-3, 
so they were not adopted on Monday. 
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70” OVAL DINING room table 
with 2-16” leaves , 6 chairs and pro- 
tective table pad. $2,000. Matching 
hutch available for $750. Or B.O. 
413-244-8235 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)267-9680 


FURNITURE- CHEST OF drawers 
with hutch, solid maple. Excellent con- 
dition. $50. Call Vinny 413-734-3442 


AUCTIONS 


ANTIQUE AUCTION Saturday, 
June 24, 10:00 AM, Quaboag Coun- 
try Club, Palmer Rd., Rt. 32, Mon- 
son, MA. This Auction will feature 
Antique Furniture, Civil War Sabers 
& Officers Fold-Down Sword, Kepi, 
WWI & WWII clothing, books, can- 
vas, gold, silver and costume estate 
jewelry, sterling silver, paperweight 
collection, Don Quiote figurine col- 
lection, decoys, coins and currency, 
Wallace Nutting Prints, other art- 
work and more. (413)267-3786 
or (413)539-1472. Visit www. 
wintergardenauction.com OR Auc- 
tionZip #8223 





FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $150.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


LOG LENGTH FIREWOOD for 
sale. 7-8 cords delivered. $700.00 
delivered locally. Pricing subject to 
change. Place your order today. We 
also purchase standing timber. 1-800- 
373-4500. www.woodbundles.com 


PARTIALLY SEASONED OAK & 
Hardwood. Cut, split, delivered. 2, 3, 
4 cord loads. R.T. Smart & Sons 


(413)267-3827 www.rtsmart- 
wood.com. 
FLEA MARKET 


YANKEE FLEA MARKET 
1311 Park Street (Rt. 20) 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Over 150 vendors 
Over 10,000 Square feet 
6 days a week 
Tues-Sat 10-5, Sunday 11-5 
Open 7 days during Brimfield 
Antique Show 
Year round, all indoor 
Antiques, Collectibles, 
Household furnishings and more! 
Vendors Welcome, Apply within 
Always buying, 

Free estimates! 
(413)283-4910 
Free Parking 
Free Admission 


MISCELLANEOUS 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


TAG SALE 


AMHERST STREET, CHICOP- 
EE MULTI family tag sale Sat, June 
24, 9-3. Items include baby, kitchen, 
clothes, seasonal, tools. Prices nego- 
tiable. 


BARN SALE 
Painted furniture, lamp parts, pieces 
Remnants of antique shop & homes 
Chifferobe, spool cabinet 
costume jewelry (50’s/60’s) selling “lot” 
$200.00 or bo 
79/80 Howard Street, Agawam 
6/24, 9-4 
6/25, 9-2 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, saws, levels, etc. 
Call Ken (413)433-2195. Keep your 
vintage tools working and get MONEY. 


WANTED TO BUY 


NEW ENGLAND’ ESTATE 
PICKERS IN THE OLD 
MONSON LANES BOWLING 
ALLEY. 

BUYING NOW! 

ALL ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTIBLES 
COMPLETE ESTATES 
SETTLED! 
(413)267-3729 
TOP DOLLAR ON THE SPOT 
FOR ALL GOLD AND SILVER 
ITEMS, JEWELRY, COINS, 

SILVERWARE, ETC! 

Items to include: old adver- 
tising signs of all subject 
matters! Furniture, toys, 


trains, pedal cars, model car 
kits from the 70’s, old fishing 
items, military items, sports 
stuff, old paintings, books, 


coin operated Coca Cola 
pinball machines, etc. com- 
ic books, postcards, maga- 
zines, old letterman jackets, 
musical instruments, micro- 
scopes, binoculars, old bi- 
cycles, motorcycles, vintage 
automobiles! WE PURCHASE 
CONTENTS OF BARNS, 
GARAGES, ATTICS, BASE- 
MENTS! LET US DO THE 
WORK AND YOU GET PAID! 
SIMPLY BRING YOUR 
ITEMS IN FOR A FREE 
EVALUATION AND OR 
CASH OFFER! 
THURSDAY - SUNDAY 
10:00 - 5:00 
HONEST COURTEOUS 
SERVICE!!! 
64 MAIN ST. (RTE. 32), 
MONSON, MA 





WANTED- COSTUME JEWEL- 
RY, gold and silver, furs. Please 
call for more information or text 
(413)512-3714 
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A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, base- 
ments, demo services 
10% disc. with this ad. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 





ekKKEKKAA CALL - HAUL IT 


ALL******** 


Bulk trash removal, cleanouts, 10% 
discount with this ad. Free Est. 
(413)596-7286 


A B Hauling and 


Removal Service 





**x*XEXA & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT special- 
ist- decks, handicap ramps, porches, 
garages, barns, sheds, water in base- 
ment, truck delivery, compact backhoe. 
Tim (413)563-2229 


ACE CHIMNEY SWEEPS Clean- 


ings, inspections, repairs, caps, liners, 
waterproofing, rebuilds. Gutterbrush 
installations. Local family owned some 
1986. HIC #118355. Fully insured. 
(413)547-8500 


ADAM QUENNEVILLE ROOF- 
ING, SIDING, WINDOWS: Shin- 
gle, Flat and Metal Roofs, Slate Roof 
Repairs, Roof and Siding Shampoo 
Service, Gutter Covers, Lifetime Vinyl 
Siding, Windows, Skylights & Sun Tun- 
nels. Call (413)536-5955 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and re- 
pairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. Li- 
censed/ insured. Call (413)967-6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S ODD JOB 
SERVICE Rubbish removal, attics, 
cellars, garages cleaned. Light moving. 
Gutters Cleaned. Call someone you 
know (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re- 
finishing - cane, fiber rush & splint - 
Classroom instructor, 20+ years expe- 
rience. Call Walt at (413)267-9680 
for estimate. 


DK 
Powerwashing 


We powerwash houses, decks, 

patios. roof cleaning/ 

non-pressure wash. Removes ugly 
dark staining & moss. 

Free estimates. Fully insured, 

owner operated, 

Call (413)297-4276 


DRIVEWAYS, OIL AND STONE, 
durable but inexpensive. Choice of col- 
ors, also driveway repair and trucking 
available. Fill/ Loam/ Gravel. Call J. Fil- 
lion Liquid Asphalt (413)668-6192. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


PLUMBER - LICENSED AND 
experienced. Fair prices, No trav- 
el charge. Lic. #19243. Call Ron 
(413)323-5897, (413)345-1602. 


June 22, 2017 





Call us toll free 800.824.6548 








WATER DAMAGE, DRYWALL, ceil- 
ing repair, complete finishing job. Fully 
insured. Call Ray (413)348-9832 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


COLEMAN APPLIANCE SERVICE 
Servicing all makes and models of 
washers, dryers, refrigerators, stoves, 
dishwashers, air conditioners. Also dry- 
er vent cleaning. (413)536-0034 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 


Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 











COMPUTER 
SERVICES 


COMPUTERS SHOULDN'T BE 
frustrating or frightening. lIl come to 
you. Upgrades, troubleshooting, set- 
up, tutoring. Other electronics too. Call 
Monique (413)237-1035 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE 
#E16303 Free estimates. Senior Dis- 
counts. Insured. 40 years experience. 
No job too small. Cell (413)330-3682 


MCKENNA GREEN ELECTRIC 
Lic #20161A Reasonable residential 
electrical services. 24 hour emergency 
service. Prompt service is our special- 
ty. (413)301-7013 


MICHAEL R. ALEXANDER ELEC- 
TRICIAN Licensed/ insured. Lic 
#54355E. Servicing all of your elec- 
trical needs. No job too small. Credit 
cards accepted. Call (413)949-9339. 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 


MENARD GARAGE DOORS Au- 
thorized Raynor dealer specializing in 
the best quality and selection of insu- 
lated garage doors. Sales, Installation, 
service and repairs of residential and 
commercial garage doors and open- 
ers. Fully insured. Free estimates. Call 
(413)289-6550, (413)626-1978 
or www.menardgaragedoors.com 
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QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 
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A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


20+ YEARS EXPERIENCE! 
Complete carpentry, drywall 
and painting services. 

For all your home 
improvement needs. 
Kitchens, baths, finished 
basements and more! 
Joe’s GC License #CS093368 
(413)219-6951 


ACO 
MASONRY, HEATING & 
AIR CONDITIONING 
All types of masonry work. 
Chimney repair, tile work, stucco, 
stone, brick, block, concrete, 
flat work, pavers, retaining walls. 
Heating & Air Conditioning 
Service & Installation 
Furnaces, Sheet Metal 
Power Washing 
Licensed & Insured 
Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
Competitive Rates 
Call Adam Ouimette 
413-374-7779 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, additions. In- 
surance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40 YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


TRUCK DRIVERS 
NEEDED 
A & B CDL CLASSES + BUS 
Chicopee, MA (413)592-1500 
UNITED TRACTOR TRAILER 
SCHOOL 
Unitedcdl.com 


edt) 


To Celebrate the 4TH OF we y 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
TREE SERVICE 
Got overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Bobcat/Excavation 
Lot Clearing 
Removals 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Maintenance 
413-636-5957 


***AAA DEVENO LANDSCAP- 
ING*** Spring Clean-ups, Shrub 
trimming, weekly maintenance, bobcat 
service, new lawns, new landscaping, 
fence installation, brick walks and pa- 
tios. Free estimates. Residential/ Com- 
mercial (413)746-9065 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


eBackhoe/loader 


Tractor for hire 
eLight excavation 
eBrushhogging/field mowing 
eCheaper than renting 


SCREENED LOAM 
eAny size load 

e’Special”- Delivered/Spread $32/yd 
(18 yd minimum) 

(413)530-0256 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- 

Bobcat services 
Mulch/Stone 
Patios/Walkways/Retaining walls 
Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/Insured 
Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


HYDROSEEDING AND LAND- 
SCAPE CONSTRUCTION Re- 
taining walls, walkways, patios, ero- 
sion control, skid steer work, fencing, 
plantings, loam, trenching, etc. Free 
estimates. Medeiros. (413)267-4050 


*RICK 
BERGERON 
LAWN CARE, 
INC. 
Palmer, MA 


Mowing & Landscaping 
Loader and Backhoe 
Trucking 
Bush Hogging 
Over 30 yrs. in business 
All Calls Returned 
413-283-3192 


T & S LANDSCAPING Highest 
quality, lowest price. Serving the Pio- 
neer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mow- 
ing, Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups. 
(413)330-3917 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 
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LAWN & GARDEN 


LAWNMOWING. FREE ESTI- 
MATES. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Call/ text Doug 413-388-8254 dmon- 
thenet @netzero.com 


MASONRY 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING All brick, block, 
stone, concrete. Hatchway doors, 
basement windows, chimneys rebuilt & 
repaired, foundations repaired, base- 
ment waterproofing systems, sump 
pumps. BBB+ rating. Free estimates. 
Lic #14790. Call (413)569-1611, 
(413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


FORBES & SONS PAINTING & 
STAINING, LLC Exterior/ Interior, 
residential/ commercial, Carpentry, 
Decks, wallpaper removal. Complete 
wood, drywall, plaster services for all 
your home improvement needs. Owner 
operated since 1985. Free estimates. 
Insured. Please call. (413)887-1987 
www.forbesandsonspainting. 
com 


QUABBIN PAINTING Interior/Ex- 
terior Painting, handyman, house and 
deck powerwashing, deck staining, 
gutters cleaned. Prompt profession- 
al service. Fully insured. Call (413) 
519-9952 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW oiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING LIC 
#J27222 
Plan and Prepare for your Spring 
Projects Now 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


POOLS 


ABC POOL & SPA A+ Rated BBB 
Member 

Openings 

Above & Inground liner changes 
Our liners are top quality 
Guaranteed 20 yr warranty 

Above pool installs & removal 

All types of pool and filtration repairs 
License #150679 & insured 

Mark Kirk owner operator 
(413)531-4192 

7am-7pm, open 7 days per week 
ABC Pool is a drug free employer 


1 > 
4 % 
d 2 


JEADLINES 
for CLASSIFIED ADS 


For the week of July 4th publications 
DEADLINE is 


Thursda 


Noon, June 29th 





AFFORDABLE POOL OPEN- 
INGS, cover pumping, tear downs, 
filter repair, new/used filters, motors, 
weekly vacs, chemicals. Call LaRue 
(413)583-7890, (413)289-0164, 
(413)386-8557 


ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER 
WORKS alone, quality work, licensed. 
Best prices for sheds, garages, and 
ranches. (413)786-7924. 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. Lifetime 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. 


SKY-TECH ROOFING, INC. 40 
years experience. Commercial, resi- 
dential. Insured. Shingles, single-ply 
systems. Tar/ gravel, slate repairs. 24 
hour Emergency Repairs. (413)348- 
9568, (413)204-4841. (413)536- 
3279 


SNOW AND RAIN PROBLEMS - 
TRY GALVALUMNE METAL 
ROOFING 
20 COLORS AND CARRIES 
A 40 YEAR WARRANTY 
CALL FOR A FREE BROCHURE 
FISH ASSOCIATES 
413-596-4372 


TREE WORK 


ATEKS TREE- Honest, quality tree 
service. From pruning to house lot 
clearing. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Firewood sales. (413)687-3220 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


AUTO 


$$$ AUTOS WANTED Top Dollar 
paid for your unwanted cars, trucks, 
vans, big and small, running or not. 
Call (413)534-5400 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


BELCHERTOWN- BLACK OAK 
FARM Lean to ride. Fun, relaxed at- 
mosphere. Openings available ages 7 
& up. No experience necessary. Spe- 
cializing in beginners. MA Licensed 
instructor. (413)530-8100 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


LEARN TO RIDE, JUMP, SHOW! 
Tiny Trotters Program. IEA Teams Li- 
censed instructors. Excellent school 
horses- ponies. Boarding, Training. 
Leases. Summer horsemanship 
programs 7/10-7/14 and 7/17-7/21, 
9am-1pm. Gift Certificates available 
(860)668-1656, (860)874-8077 
www.endofhunt.com 


ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
POSITION, FULL-TIME. Expe- 
rience in bookkeeping and comput- 
er skills necessary. Send resume to 
cvaw @ ct-valley-artesianwell.com. 


BUILDING DEPARTMENT 
CLERK The Town of Hampden is 
seeking to fill the position of Building 
Department Clerk. The hours are Mon- 
Thurs. 8:30-12:00 noon. Responsibili- 
ties include but are not limited to: 

e Efficient in Excel and Word 

e Regular contact with the public 

e Answer phones; set appointments 

e Basic Bookkeeping functions 

e Maintain organized records and re- 
ports 

e Control the collection and processing 
of fees 

Please forward a simple resume to: 
Hampden Building Department, 625 
Main Street, Hampden, MA 01036 


CDL Dump Truck Driver 
A CDL dump truck driver with a val- 
id Class A or B License. Must have 
a clean driving record, background 
check and pre-employment drug test 
are required. Fulltime. All are sub- 
ject to random drug testing during 
employment. We are An Equal Op- 
portunity Employer. Please email 
resume or work experience to tra- 
cym@splitexcavating.net , or mail to 
Split Excavating, Inc., Attention: Tracy 
M., PO Box 471, Hadley, MA 01035 


CONNECTICUT VALLEY ARTE- 
SIAN WELL CO in East Longmead- 
ow is looking for a career person to 
work on a well drilling machine and 
installing pumping equipment. Please 
call 413-525-7656. 


FOSTER CARE. 
You can help change some- 
one’s life. 
Provide a safe home for children 
and teens who have been abused 


or neglected. Now offering a $1,000 
Sign-On Bonus 
Call Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care 
413-734-2493 





Litter Sweeper Operator 
A well established company that 
provides year-round exterior lot and 
grounds maintenance services to com- 
mercial clients in the Pioneer Valley. 
We are seeking a fulltime individual 
to work through the night, from late 
evening to early morning. The posi- 
tion entails cleaning up all forms of 
litter from our client’s locations using 
blowers, vacs and sweepers. Small 
debris may require it be hand-picked 
in hard to get areas. A valid driver's 
license required. A clean driving re- 
cord, background check and pre-em- 
ployment drug test are required. All 
are subject to random drug testing 
during employment. We are An Equal 
Opportunity Employer. Please email 
resume or work experience to tra- 
cym @splitexcavating.net , or mail to 
Split Excavating, Inc., Attention: Tracy 
M., PO Box 471, Hadley, MA 01035 


PROFESSIONAL MEDICAL 
SERVICES, INC. WELCOMES 
RN’S WITH ONE YEAR 
HOMECARE 
or Medical/Surgical experience for 
our Medicare certified division, 
(Professional Medical Home Care 
LLC.) Please fax your resume to 
(413)289-9132. 

Certified Home Health Aides are 
welcomed to apply @ 1525 North 
Main Street Palmer, 
or call Denise @(413)289-9018. 
EOE 





SEASONAL CERTIFIED LIFE 
Guard needed at Riverboat Village 
Apartments, South Hadley. Please cll 
(413)532-9461 or email tsmith @ mere- 
dithmanagement.com if interested. 


VAN DRIVERS WANTED 
Must be reliable, caring and a safe 
driver to transport disabled adults. 
Part-time split shift 20-25 hours per 
week, no evenings or weekends- train- 
ing is provided. Pre-employment physi- 
cal, drug test, CORI required. For more 
info call Christina 413-544-1405. 
EOE/AA 
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Century 


TOOMEY-LOVETT 
109 West St. 
Ware, MA 01082 


www.Century21ToomeyLovett.com 


lare: 
413-967-6326 
800-486-2121 
West Brookfield; 
508-867-7064 
Ware: We need a few good homes. 
Customers waiting! Call Century 21 


Toomey-Lovett for an accurate free 
market analysis. 413-967-6326 





Century 21 Toomey-Lovett 
508-885-3443 
West Brookfield 508-867-7064 
Spencer (508)885-3443 


Our inventory is LOW! 


LOOKING FOR 
SINGLE FAMILY HOMES 


If you want your home 
sold this year, call us 
for a free Market Analysis!!! 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


FOR RENT 


A 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





MOBILE HOMES 


CHICOPEE- LOVELY 2 bedrooms, 
12’x60; Pergo flooring, new cabinets, 
counter, appliances. Rubber roof, 
shed, patio, porch. Well kept $57,900. 
(413)593-9961 DASAP.MHVIL- 
LAGE.COM 


REAL ESTATE 
WANTED 


A BEST CASH offer for any type 
of property, circumstance, condition 
or location. Ugly houses are OK. Fast 
closing. (413)244-2807 





Ni 
©: 
B\ Js 
77S 


Visit us online at www.newspapers.turley.com 


State Department of Environmental Protection 
employee Bob Nuzzo documents macroinver- 
tebrates he helped to collect by photographing 
them. 
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Celebrate 
biodiversit 





Robinson State Park's supporters gather 
for annual day of hikes, talks and science 


By Mike Lydick 
aan@turley.com 


obinson State Park, home 
Be a variety of plants, trees, 

animals, and other organ- 
isms, was the site of the annual 
Robinson State Park Day last Sat- 
urday. The event was organized 
by the Friends of Robinson State 
Park to celebrate the park's biodi- 
versity. 

A variety of activities — from 
tree hikes to birdwatching to ed- 
ucational information for kids, 
and even a special “tree bus” that 
toured the park — gave visitors a 
better understanding of the im- 
portance of this park in Feeding 
Hills that stretches from the back 
of North Agawam to the border 
with Westfield. 

As part of this year’s celebra- 
tion, which is always held the 
third Saturday in June, mem- 
bers of the Friends group held a 
BioBlitz. It was only the second 
BioBlitz at the park; the last one 


Claudia Hurley, a member of the Friends of Robinson State Park, Rod Parlee, a Connecticut conservationist, and Matt Largess, from 


was 10 years ago. 

A BioBlitz involves finding and 
documenting as many species as 
possible in a given area during a 
specific time period. This BioBlitz 
was organized by Veronica 
Bobskill, a 15-year-old Agawam 
High School sophomore, who is a 
member of the Friends group. 

Documenting natural resourc- 
es will help the state Department 
of Conservation and Recreation 
develop and update its manage- 
ment plans as well as provide a 
better understanding of the park 
and how to keep it thriving into 
the future. Information gleaned 
from the BioBlitz will also be pro- 
vided to the Agawam Conserva- 
tion Commission. 

Volunteers, including mem- 
bers of the AHS National Honor 
Society, took photos, and assist- 
ed with compiling and recording 
data about the parks many or- 
ganisms. The BioBlitz began early 
in the morning and lasted into 
the evening. 
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Largess Forestry in Rhode Island, make a list of trees and birds identified in the park during Robinson State Park Day. 
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of the park. 
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Maryanne Pacitti, of the Scattered Seeds Foundation, stands next to the Tree Bus she brought to 
Robinson State Park as part of its annual celebration of biodiversity. She offered a free guided tour 
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Agawam resident Barbara Young brought her granddaughter Ashley Young, 6, who lives in Hunting- 
ton, to Robinson State Park Day. She wanted to help her granddaughter learn about the variety of 
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Veronica Bobskill, right, and Gwendolyn Payne, both sophomores at 
Agawam High School, move macroinvertebrates collected from a 
brook in the park to trays so they can be photographed as part of the 
BioBlitz. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY MIKE LYDICK 


Steve Svec, a West Springfield teacher and a member of the Allen Bird 
Club, scans the trees for birds during an early morning bird-watching 
search he led during last Saturday’s annual Robinson State Park Day. 
More than 180 bird species have been identified as living in the park. 
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animals that call the park home. 


